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Above: Fr. John Boles (centre) with Columban priests, Lay 
Missionaries, Co-workers and volunteers gathered together at St. 

Columban’s in Solihull, West Midlands.  
Scan the QR code to meet the team.Scan the QR code to meet the team.

Front Cover: Fr. Erl Dylan Tabaco and Co-worker Marisol Rojas 
(kneeling) attend a pastry workshop with Venezuelan and Peruvian 

migrants at the Columban Centre for Missionary Studies in Peru.

Dear Columban Friend,

NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS to you from all involved in Columban Mission here in Britain. We hope and pray that 
you’ll have a wonderfully happy and fruitful 2026.

When I was on mission in Lima, Peru, a comment I often heard was, “you Columbans, you’re different, you’re 
not like the rest”. This was meant as a compliment. People seemed to feel that Columbans were “special” 
because of the way we associated with them, accompanied them, sympathized and identified with them, all 
this in the context of some of the poorest parts of the city. They often remarked on what they recognized as 
our flexibility, informality and good humour. Maybe they saw us as being approachable, in a way that other 
sectors of the Church were not.

These sentiments have always stayed with me. They make me proud to be a Columban. They convince 
me that there is such a thing as “Columban-ness”, a particular spirit that embraces, not only Columban 
Missionaries, but also those we serve and who support us.

We are different, in the best sense of the word. We continue to offer our service to parts of the world considered 
to be poverty-stricken, dangerous, even “off-limits”. At home and abroad, we proclaim the Good News of 
Jesus, even when this might make us unpopular. 

We stand for the rights of migrants, refugees and displaced persons. We support measures to combat 
climate change. We work for the protection and promotion of biodiversity (for example, in the grounds of our 
house in Solihull). We look to a future that is prosperous, fair and sustainable.

This is who we are and we will continue to be so in 2026. We know you are with us, and this gives us strength 
to carry on. During the year, we hope to meet some of you when we visit parishes in the dioceses of Hexham 
& Newcastle and Arundel & Brighton. 

Thank you. God Bless and Happy New Year!

Fr John Boles 
Columban Director in Britain

St. Columban’s, Widney Manor Road 
Solihull, West Midlands B93 9AB

Telephone: 01564 772096 
E-mail: office@columbans.co.uk

Visit our website - www.columbans.co.uk

Registered Charity in England & Wales (221594) and in Scotland (SCO38948)
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January 2026

Scripture Readings: Sundays - Cycle A  Weekdays - Year 2  Full Moon - 3rd

“Praise the Lord! 
Praise him with  

the sound of trumpets; 
praise him with lute  

and harp!

Praise him with 
tambourine and dance; 
praise him with strings 

and pipe!

Praise him with clanging 
cymbals; praise him with 

loud clashing cymbals! Let 
everything that breathes 

praise the Lord!”

Psalm 150:3-5

Young people at St. Bernadette’s Children’s Centre in Lima, Peru, 
participate in a music class. Founded by Fr. Tony Coney, the Centre will 
celebrate its 30th anniversary in 2027. Scan the QR code to read about   Scan the QR code to read about  
the Centre’s renovation project.the Centre’s renovation project.
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MARY, THE HOLY 
MOTHER OF GOD

First Friday
Psalter W1
St Basil the Great
St Gregory Nazianzen

First Saturday
Most Holy Name of Jesus

2nd Sunday after 
Christmas
Psalter W2

THE EPIPHANY  
OF THE LORD

St Raymond of 
Penyafort

THE BAPTISM 
OF THE LORD

Week 1 in Ordinary Time
Psalter W1
St Aelred of Rievaulx, 
Abbot

St Hilary
St Kentigern (Scotland) St Anthony, Abbot

PEACE DAY
OCTAVE OF PRAYER 
FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
2ND SUNDAY
Psalter W2 St Wulstan, Bishop

St Fabian, Pope 
St Sebastian St Agnes St Vincent St Francis de Sales

SUNDAY OF THE 
WORD OF GOD
3RD SUNDAY
Psalter W3

Ss Timothy and Titus, 
Bishops St Angela Merici St Thomas Aquinas St John Bosco
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February 2026

Scripture Readings: Lent Sundays - Cycle A  Weekdays - Proper  Full Moon - 1st

Lord our God, loving Father, 
we humbly pray to you for 
our beloved missionaries, 

heralds of the Gospel. 
May our prayers reach 
their hearts that they 

continue with your zeal 
the mission you entrust 

them with. 
May their presence 
in their community 

be a reminder of your 
presence among us.

Amen.

Columbans USA 

Lay Missionary Angie Escarsa (right) and Sr. Joan McDermott (left) join local volunteers  
on a neighbourhood litter pick, caring for creation and building community with refugees 
and migrants in Ballymun, Dublin, Ireland.
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RACIAL JUSTICE DAY
4TH SUNDAY
Psalter W4

THE PRESENTATION OF 
THE LORD

St Blaise
St Ansgar St Agatha

First Friday
St Paul Miki and 
Companions 
(Martyrs of Japan) First Saturday

PRAY FOR VICTIMS OF 
TRAFFICKING
5TH SUNDAY
Psalter W1 St Teilo, Bishop (Wales) St Scholastica

WORLD DAY OF 
PRAYER FOR THE SICK
Our Lady of Lourdes

St Cyril and St 
Methodius Patrons of 
Europe

DAY FOR THE 
UNEMPLOYED
6TH SUNDAY
Psalter W2 Seven Servite Founders

ASH WEDNESDAY FAST 
AND ABSTINENCE
St Colman of Lindisfarne St Peter Damian

1ST SUNDAY OF LENT
Psalter W1 St Polycarp

LENT FAST DAY
St Gregory of Narek St Oswald of Worcester
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March 2026

Scripture Readings: Lent Sundays - Cycle A  Weekdays - Proper
Palm Sunday - Proper  Full Moon - 3rd

“In a world darkened 
by war and injustice, 

even when all seems lost, 
migrants and refugees stand 

as messengers of hope. 

Their courage and tenacity 
bear heroic testimony to a 
faith that sees beyond what 
our eyes can see and gives 

them the strength to  
defy death.”

Pope Leo XIV’s 
message for World 

Day of Migrants and 
Refugees 2025

2024/25 Faith in Action Volunteer Abi Yendole paints garden furniture 
with members of Hope Garden Project, an initiative for refugees in 
Birmingham supported by the Columbans. Scan the QR code to read Scan the QR code to read 
Abi’s poem inspired by her encounters with refugees. Abi’s poem inspired by her encounters with refugees. 
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2ND SUNDAY OF LENT
Psalter W2

St David, Patron of 
Wales
St Chad, Bishop St Casimir

First Friday
WOMEN’S WORLD 
DAY OF PRAYER

First Saturday
Ss Perpetua and Felicity

3RD SUNDAY OF LENT
Psalter W3 St Frances of Rome

St John Ogilvie 
(Scotland)

4TH SUNDAY OF LENT
Psalter W4

St Patrick 
Patron of Ireland St Cyril of Jerusalem

ST JOSEPH, 
SPOUSE OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY St Cuthbert

5TH SUNDAY OF LENT
Psalter W1

St Turibius de 
Mongrovejo

THE ANNUNCIATION 
OF THE LORD

PALM SUNDAY OF THE 
PASSION OF THE LORD
Psalter W2 HOLY WEEK HOLY WEEK
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“This painting grew  
out of my years as a 

theology student. 

It is an attempt to portray 
the crucifixion as it truly 
was; humiliating, unjust, 
enslaving, and helpless. 

Only when we allow 
ourselves to feel the weight 
of this truth, can we begin 

to glimpse the mystery that 
follows: resurrection.”

Fr. Jason Antiquera 
Columban Priest

April 2026

Scripture readings: Lent Sundays - Cycle A  Weekdays - Proper
Easter Sunday - Proper  Full Moon - 2nd

‘Crucifixion’ by Fr. Jason Antiquera is part of a set of artworks created through his art 
ministry programme ‘Painting Preaching’ in Korea. Each piece offers a fresh perspective, 
inviting viewers to see the Gospel in a new, contemplative light.
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HOLY WEEK MAUNDY THURSDAY
GOOD FRIDAY FAST 
AND ABSTINENCE HOLY SATURDAY

EASTER SUNDAY EASTER OCTAVE EASTER OCTAVE EASTER OCTAVE EASTER OCTAVE EASTER OCTAVE EASTER OCTAVE

DIVINE MERCY
2ND SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 
Psalter W2 St Martin I, Pope

3RD SUNDAY OF 
EASTER
Psalter W3 St Beuno (Wales)

First anniversary of the 
death of Pope Francis
St Anselm, Bishop

St George Patron of 
England

St Adalbert, St Fidelis of 
Sigmaringen St Mark

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
FOR VOCATIONS
4TH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER
Psalter W4

St Peter Chanel
St Louis Marie Grignion 
de Montfort

St Catherine of Siena 
(Patron of Europe) St Pius V, Pope
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“A vocation is never a 
treasure stored away in the 
heart; rather it grows and 
is strengthened within a 
community that believes, 

loves and hopes. 

No one can respond to 
God’s call alone, for all of 
us need the prayers and 
support of our brothers 

and sisters.”

Pope Francis’s message 
for the World Day 

of Prayer for 
Vocations 2025

May 2026

Scripture readings: Sundays - Cycle A  Weekdays - Year 2  Full Moon - 1st & 31st

Fr. Don Hornsey with his family and parishioners at a Mass to celebrate his 60 years of 
dedicated service to the priesthood. Fr. Don worked in Chile, Brazil and Peru for more 
than 40 years and now lives and works back home in New Zealand.
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THE MOST HOLY 
TRINITY
The Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
9TH SUNDAY

First Friday
St Joseph the Worker

First Saturday
St Athanasius

5TH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER
Psalter W1 The English Martyrs

PRAY FOR SURVIVORS 
OF SEXUAL ABUSE
St Asaph (Wales)

First anniversary of  
the election of  
Pope Leo XIV

6TH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER
Psalter W2

Ss Nereus and Achilleus
St Pancras Our Lady of Fatima

THE ASCENSION 
OF THE LORD
St Matthias, Apostle

WORLD 
COMMUNICATIONS DAY
7TH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER
Psalter W3 St John I, Pope St Dunstan St Bernardine of Siena

St Christopher 
Magallanes and 
Companions St Rita of Cascia St William of Rochester

PENTECOST
MARY MOTHER OF 
THE CHURCH

Week 8 in Ordinary Time 
Psalter W4 
St Philip Neri

St Augustine of 
Canterbury

OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, ETERNAL HIGH 
PRIEST St Paul VI
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“I beg you to lead a life 
worthy of the calling to 
which you have been  

called, with all humility  
and gentleness, with 

patience, bearing with  
one another in love,  
making every effort  
to maintain the unity  

of the Spirit in the bond  
of peace.”

Ephesians 4:1-3

June 2026

Scripture readings: Sundays - Cycle A  Weekdays - Year 2  Full Moon - 30th

Fr. Louis Ybanez in Pakistan sent us this photo of local catechist Inderyas Savji receiving a 
blessing from his mother a week before his wedding. This ritual begins “tapna”, a liminal 
time for the bride and groom to prepare for the transition to a new life.
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Week 9 in Ordinary Time
Psalter W1
St Justin Ss Marcellinus and Peter

St Charles Lwanga and 
Companions

First Friday
St Boniface

First Saturday
St Norbert

THE MOST HOLY BODY 
AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

Week 10 in Ordinary Time
Psalter W2
The Immaculate Heart of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary

St Ephrem of Syria
St Columba St Barnabas, Apostle

THE MOST SACRED 
HEART OF JESUS

THE IMMACULATE 
HEART OF MARY  
St Anthony of Padua

11TH SUNDAY
Psalter W3 St Richard of Chichester St Romuald

St Alban
St Julius
St Arron

DAY FOR LIFE
12TH SUNDAY
Psalter W4

St John Fisher
St Thomas More
St Paulinus of Nola 
(Wales) St Etheldreda (Audrey)

THE NATIVITY OF ST 
JOHN THE BAPTIST St Cyril of Alexandria

Ss PETER and PAUL, 
Apostles

Week 13 in Ordinary Time
Psalter W1
Society of St. Columban 
Foundation Day

The First Martyrs of the 
Holy Roman Church
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“Surely, I know the  
plans I have for you,  

says the Lord, plans for 
your welfare and not  
for harm, to give you  
a future with hope.  

Then when you  
call upon me and  

come and pray to me,  
I will hear you.  

When you search for me, 
you will find me; if you seek 

me with all your heart.”

Jeremiah 29:11-13

July 2026

Scripture readings: Sundays - Cycle A  Weekdays - Year 2  Full Moon - 29th

Fr. Eamon Sheridan at the opening of a barber shop at the Rebirth 
Rehabilitation Centre in Myitkyina, Myanmar, that offers employment and 
training to men and women in the local community who are recovering 
from addiction. Scan the QR code to find out more.Scan the QR code to find out more.  
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St Oliver Plunkett
First Friday
St Thomas, Apostle

First Saturday
St Elizabeth of Portugal

14TH SUNDAY
Psalter W2 St Maria Goretti

Ss Augustine Zhao Rong 
and Companions

St Benedict Patron of 
Europe

SEA SUNDAY
15TH SUNDAY
Psalter W3 St Henry St Camillus de Lellis St Bonaventure

Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel

16TH SUNDAY
Psalter W4 St Apollinaris St Lawrence of Brindisi St Mary Magdalene

St Bridget of Sweden 
Patron of Europe
St Philip Evans and  
St John Lloyd (Wales) St Sharbel Makhluf St James, Apostle

17TH SUNDAY
Psalter W1

Ss Mary, Martha and 
Lazarus St Peter Chrysologus St Ignatius of Loyola
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“When we open our 
hearts to those who are 
different, this enables 
them, while continuing 
to be themselves, to 

develop in new ways. 

The different cultures 
that have flourished 

over centuries need to 
be preserved, lest our 

world be impoverished.”

Fratelli Tutti, 
Chapter 134

August 2026

Scripture readings: Sundays - Cycle A  Weekdays - Year 2  Full Moon - 28th

Fr. Joe McSweeny, Lay Missionary Sihyeon Bae, and parishioner Mei-Ying Ke at a Mass for the 
International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples in August 2025, at Yong-an Catholic Church 
in the diocese of Hsinchu, Taiwan.
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22ND SUNDAY
Psalter W2

St Aidan and Saints of 
Lindisfarne

First Saturday
St Alphonsus
Mary de’ Liguori

18TH SUNDAY
Psalter W2

St Germanus of Auxerre 
(Wales) St John Mary Vianney

Dedication of the Basilica 
of Saint Mary Major

THE TRANSFIGURATION 
OF THE LORD

First Friday
Ss Sixtus II, Pope,  
and Companions
St Cajetan St Dominic

19TH SUNDAY
Psalter W3
International Day of 
the World’s Indigenous 
Peoples St Lawrence St Clare

St Jane Frances 
de Chantal

St Pontian, Pope
St Hippolytus

St Maximillian Mary 
Kolbe

THE ASSUMPTION 
OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY

Week 20 in Ordinary Time
Psalter W4 St Helen St John Eudes St Bernard St Pius X, Pope

The Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary

21ST SUNDAY
Psalter W1 St Bartholomew, Apostle

St Louis
St Joseph of Calasanz

Bl Dominic Barberi
St David Lewis (Wales)
St Ninian (Scotland) St Monica

St Edmund Arrowsmith
St Augustine

The Passion of St John 
the Baptist
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“God created all living 
things to communicate 

His goodness; and 
because God’s goodness 
could not be adequately 

represented by one 
creature alone, God 
produced many and 

diverse creatures, that 
what was wanting to one 

in the representation 
of the divine goodness 

might be supplied  
by another.”

St Thomas Aquinas’ 
Summa Theologica

September 2026

Scripture readings: Sundays - Cycle A  Weekdays - Year 2  Full Moon - 26th

Inspired by the encyclical ‘Laudato Si’, Columban Justice, Peace & Ecology Coordinator 
Noa Mervyn Tuivunilagi leads a workshop for students on caring for creation at 
St. Thomas Aquinas Primary School, on the island of Viti Levu in Fiji.
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WORLD DAY OF 
PRAYER FOR THE CARE 
OF CREATION

St Gregory the Great, 
Pope

First Friday
St Cuthbert

First Saturday
St Teresa of Calcutta

23RD SUNDAY
Psalter W3

The Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary St Peter Claver St Ambrose Barlow St Deiniol (Wales)

Most Holy Name 
of Mary

EDUCATION DAY
24TH SUNDAY
Psalter W4

THE EXALTATION OF 
THE HOLY CROSS Our Lady of Sorrows

Ss Cornelius, Pope 
and Cyprian

St Hildegard of Bingen
St Robert Bellarmine

St Januarius
St Theodore of 
Canterbury

EVANGELII GAUDIUM DAY
25TH SUNDAY
Psalter W1 St Matthew, Apostle

St Pio of Pietrelcina 
(Padre Pio) Our Lady of Walsingham Ss Cosmas and Damian

WORLD DAY OF 
MIGRANTS AND 
REFUGEES
HARVEST FESTIVAL
26TH SUNDAY
Psalter W2

St Wenceslaus
Ss Lawrence Ruiz and 
Companions

Ss Michael, Gabriel and 
Raphael, Archangels St Jerome
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October 2026

Scripture readings: Sundays - Cycle A  Weekdays - Year 2  Full Moon - 26th

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

St Therese of Lisieux, 
Patroness of the 
Missions

First Friday
Harvest Fast Day
The Holy Guardian 
Angels First Saturday

27TH SUNDAY
Psalter W3 St Faustina Kowalska St Bruno Our Lady of the Rosary St John Henry Newman

St Paulinus of York
St Denis and 
Companions
St John Leonardi

PRISON WEEK
28TH SUNDAY
Psalter W4 St Wilfred St Edward The Confessor St Callistus I, Pope St Teresa of Avila

St Gall (Ireland)
St Margaret Mary 
Alacoque
St Richard Gwyn (Wales) St Ignatius of Antioch

WORLD MISSION DAY
29TH SUNDAY
Psalter W1

Ss John de Brebeuf 
and Isaac Jogues and 
Companions
St Paul of the Cross St John Paul II, Pope St John of Capestrano St Anthony Mary Claret

30TH SUNDAY
Psalter W2

St Chad
St Cedd Ss Simon and Jude

“In wanting to make our 
church more inclusive, 

we need to welcome the 
marginalized and support 
them. Deaf people have 
their own language and 

culture, apart from  
being Filipino.  

I had the privilege of 
interpreting the Word of 
God and the catechism 

for them through  
sign language.” 

Lanieta Tamatawale 
Columban Lay Missionary

Lay Missionary Lanieta Tamatawale from Fiji provided sign language at Mass – part of her 
ministry with the deaf community at Our Mother of Perpetual Help parish in the Archdiocese of 
Cagayan de Oro, the Philippines.
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November 2026

Scripture Readings: Sundays - Cycle A  Weekdays - Year 2  Full Moon - 24th
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ALL SAINTS

THE COMMEMORATION 
OF ALL THE FAITHFUL 
DEPARTED (ALL SOULS)
Week 31 in Ordinary Time
Psalter W3

St Martin de Porres
St Winefride St Charles Borromeo St Faustino Kowalska

First Friday
St Illtud (Wales)

First Saturday
St Willibrord

REMEMBRANCE DAY
32ND SUNDAY
Psalter W4

DEDICATION OF THE 
LATERAN BASILICA St Leo the Great, Pope St Martin of Tours St Josaphat St Dyfrig (Wales)

WORLD DAY OF THE 
POOR
33RD SUNDAY
Psalter W1

St Margaret of Scotland
St Gertrude
St Edmund of Abingdon

St Hilda
St Hugh of Lincoln
St Elizabeth of Hungary

Dedication of the 
Basilicas of Ss Peter 
and Paul, Apostles

The Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary

OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST. KING OF THE 
UNIVERSE
YOUTH DAY
34TH SUNDAY

Psalter W2
St Clement I, Pope
St Columban

St Andrew Dung-Lac 
and Companions

St Catherine of 
Alexandria

1ST SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT
Psalter W1

St Andrew, Apostle, 
Patron of Scotland

“We are all fellow members 
of one body, whatever  

our race.

Thus, let all our races 
rejoice in knowledge of the 
faith and in recognising the 

Son of God. 

In Him, let us love one 
another, praise one another, 

correct one another, 
encourage one another, 
pray for one another.” 

Letter of St. Columban 
to the French bishops

Parishioners of St. Luke’s Parish in Edin, Myanmar, carry fruits of the harvest to the altar, 
part of the offertory procession at a thanksgiving Mass for the Feast of St. Columban, 
which is celebrated on 23rd November.
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December 2026

Scripture Readings: Sundays in Advent - Cycle B  Weekdays - Proper  Full Moon - 24th

“The best gift we can 
give to people, especially 
at Christmas, is the gift 
of goodness through a 

thoughtful disposition and 
loving gestures. 

Our presence, concern 
and compassion for 

others are more valuable 
than any material gift.”

Fr. Elbert Balbastro 
Columban Priest

Villagers in ‘Signal Chak’ in the diocese of Hyderabad, Pakistan, perform a Nativity play at a 
Christmas celebration supported by Fr. Elbert Balbastro (left) and Lay Missionary Monaliza 
Esteban (right).
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DAY OF PRAYER 
FOR MIGRANTS AND 
REFUGEES
St Francis Xavier, 
Patron of Missions

First Friday
St John Damascene

First Saturday
St Birinus

2ND OF ADVENT
Psalter W2 St Ambrose

THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

St John Diego 
Cuahtlatoatzin

Our Lady of Loreto
St John Roberts (Wales) St Damasus I, Pope Our Lady of Guadalupe

3RD OF ADVENT
Psalter W3 St John of the Cross

DAY OF PRAYER FOR 
EXPECTANT MOTHERS
4TH OF ADVENT
Psalter W4 St Peter Canisius St John of Kanty Christmas Eve

THE NATIVITY OF 
THE LORD 
CHRISTMAS DAY St Stephen

THE HOLY FAMILY 
OF JESUS, MARY 
AND JOSEPH
Psalter W1 The Holy Innocents St Thomas Becket St Sylvester I, Pope



Subscribe today to our
FREE eNewsletter

In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven.”

                                      Matthew 5:16
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Receive mission updates, stories and reflections 
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in Britain and around the world.
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Students from St. Ambrose Barlow School in Salford join a pilgrimage of hope for our 
Common Home on 25th September 2025 led by the Columban Missionaries and the 
Diocese of Salford’s Laudato Si’ Centre.
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Pope Leo XIV’s message to 
young people at Tor Vergata in 

Rome on 3rd August 2025

‘Dear young people, aspire to 
great things,  to holiness, 

wherever you are. 

Do not settle for less. Then you 
will see the light of the gospel 

grow every day within you 
and around you.’

Fr. Kurt Zion Pala leads young people in the Stations 
of the Cross on the Feast of the Holy Cross in the 
grounds of St. Patrick’s Church in Myitkyina, Myanmar.


