
MAGAZINE OF THE COLUMBAN MISSIONARIES SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2025

POPE
LEO XIV            

Columban
Reaction   

MISSIONARY 
DISCIPLES        

Growing
in Love 

Season of 
Creation         

Care for the Earth
and Oceans                 



06

1008

1816

                  CONTENTS    

14

04  Delve Deeper 
Water scarcity caused by large 
monoculture plantations in southern 
Chile is an issue close to Fr Alvaro 
Martinez’s heart. Thanks to his efforts 
some native trees and wild fl ora are 
fl ourishing and enhancing biodiversity.   

06  Christmas Cards Make Love Visible
Fr Vincent Busch writes about his 
ministry with the Subanen Indigenous 
People in the Philippines and the 
challenges they face as they prepare 
the latest set of Christmas Cards. 

08  Fish, Faith and Rising Temperatures
The warming of the oceans is having 
a ripple effect on fi shermen and the 
marine community in Korea, warns Fr 
Eamon Adams.  

10  Choosing the Path to Life   
Becoming missionary disciples, 
writes Columban Sr Young Mi Cho, 
is not something achieved once 
when we chose a particular path. It 
demands continuous conversion and a 
willingness to grow in love. 

12 One Step Ahead of the Pope
Columbans have traditionally been 
in step with popes and have at times 
even arrived in places before them, 
explains Fr John Boles. 

14  Pope Leo XIV 
Two Columbans who have a long 
association with Peru give their 
reaction to the election of Pope Leo 
XIV who served there as a missionary 
and a bishop. 

16  ‘Peace with Creation’ 
Ellen Teague of the Columban Justice 
and Peace Ecology Team (JPE) in 
Britain looks at what the Columbans 
there have been doing for the Season 
of Creation. 

18  Rekindling ‘Care for the Earth’
Fr Oliver McCrossan reports on a 
training workshop on regenerative 
agriculture, specifi cally soil 
regeneration, which he and his 
supporters arranged for local farmers 
in Misamis Oriental. 

15 Refl ection 
20 Obituaries 
21 Stories from the Bible 
22 Children’s Section 
23 Nature: Red Squirrel Magic   

04



3

                                  editorial   

 FAR EAST - SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 20251918 - 2025 1918 - 2025 
OVER 100 YEARS OF OVER 100 YEARS OF PUBLICATIONPUBLICATION   

T he story of 
the Columban 
missionaries who 

gave their lives in the 
Philippines and in Korea 
is not just about loss; it 
is about the depth of 
their faith and the quiet 
power of love. Their lives 
and deaths remind us 
of a truth at the heart 
of being a Christian: 
real faith is not guided 
by fear. It does not 
make safety the highest 
priority when love 
and service call us to 
something greater.

These Columbans did 
not seek martyrdom. They did not look for 
suffering or death. They simply lived their 
faith by staying with the people they were 
sent to serve, walking alongside them in 
their suffering, and standing beside them in 
their darkest times. War was raging, danger 
was everywhere, but they chose to stay, not 
because they had to, but because love kept 
them there. Their safety mattered, but their 
mission and the well-being of the people 
they served mattered more. They had 
given their hearts to the mission and to the 
people, and no amount of fear or hardship 
could make them walk away.

Their deaths were tragic, but they were 
not just stories of violence and loss. They 
showed something much greater. They 
showed a love that chooses to remain, 
even in the face of danger. This love is not 
reckless or self-destructive; it does not 
demand suffering for its own sake. Instead, 
it shows up every day in small acts of 
kindness, in the willingness to be present, 
to care, and to stay, even when everything 
seems hopeless.

Faith is not about 
seeking suffering for 
its own sake, nor is 
it about carelessly 
putting oneself in 
harm’s way. The 
Columban martyrs 
did not throw 
themselves into 
danger needlessly. 
But when faced with 
the choice between 
self-protection and 
remaining true to 
their vocation to 
love and serve, they 
chose to stay. They 
chose to stand with 
the people, to share 

in their struggles, and to walk alongside 
them, even when the cost was high. Faith 
does not ignore fear, but it does not let fear 
dictate what is worth doing.

The commemoration of the Columban 
martyrs in Manila and in Korea invites us to 
refl ect on the depth of their commitment. 
They did not seek to be heroes; they simply 
chose to love and serve. Their witness 
speaks to all of us. It reminds us that the 
strongest love is often the quietest. It is 
found not in dramatic sacrifi ces but in small, 
daily acts of kindness and faithfulness. It is 
in choosing to be present for others, to give 
what we can, and to love without asking for 
anything in return.

As we remember them, we are invited 
to embrace each day with open hearts, to 
live with the same quiet but unwavering 
devotion, and to trust that the smallest acts 
of love can reveal the true depth of faith. •

Fr Andrei Paz  
Society Leader, Missionary Society of St Columban
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Front Cover
A bee collecting pollen in the Biobío 
region of southern Chile. The area 
is famous for its honey-derived 
products from wild fl ora. But this is 
now threatened by the proliferation of 
large monoculture plantations, such as 
pine and eucalyptus. Photo: Columban 
Missionary, Fr Alvaro Martinez. 
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 Delve
Deeper

M irrihue Alto is a rural town located 
fi ve kilometres from the village 
of Antuco in the Biobío province 

of southern Chile. Some of its inhabitants 
work in the production of honey and 
honey-derived products. One of the major 
challenges facing the area is the lack of 
native trees and wild fl ora, primarily due 
to the proliferation of large monoculture 
plantations, such as pine and eucalyptus. 

Trees like eucalyptus can consume 
between 20 liters of water per day for a 
three-year-old tree and up to 200 liters a 
day for a 20-year-old tree, which damages 
the ecosystem, draining away all the water 
and rendering these hectares highly 
vulnerable to forest fi res. Furthermore, 
pine trees cause signifi cant harm to the 
soil, and this has a knock-on effect on the 
local wildlife and the ecosystem generally.

Water scarcity is one reason it is diffi cult 
to maintain and support native trees 
and wild fl ora. In order to maintain fl oral 
diversity, deep irrigation wells are often 
necessary because monoculture directly 
impacts the lives of bees, pollination, 
honey production and its by-products, and 
thus negatively impacts the area's wildlife. 
That is why, years ago, when I discovered 
this particular part of my native Chile, I 
began dreaming of digging a deep well 
that would enable me to plant native trees 
which would in turn directly benefi t the 
local ecosystem. 

The digging of the well was a long and 
complex journey in coming to fruition 

because the soil is very rocky, the water is 
deep down in the ground, and this makes 
well-construction expensive. Over the 
years of waiting and searching, a satellite 
survey revealed that the land where I 
wanted to dig was unsuitable. This 
discouraging revelation didn't deter 
me from dreaming and continuing 
my search. 

A few months ago, a small 
company informed me they 
could drill a well, so we 
resumed the hunt for a suitable 
location. The search for water 
was carried out using an ancient 
technique used by the local Mapuche 
people: they used wooden rods while 
today pieces of copper wire are used. 
This method of searching 
for the “eye of water” or 
the location of deep water 
is called zahorí. Thanks 
to this technique, we 
identifi ed the perfect 
spot to dig and create 
a well that would 
provide water.

I worried about 
the cost, but 
with the 
help of a 
few friends, 
I managed 
to cover the 
expenses. 
The man 
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01. A bee collects nectar from some 
wild fl owers in Chile.

All photos: Fr Alvaro Martinez.
02. Digging for water which was 
found at a depth of nine metres.

03. The Biobío province of 
southern Chile where many are 

involved in the production of 
honey, but which is threatened 

by the proliferation of large 
monoculture plantations, such 

as pine and eucalyptus. 
04. Biodiversity encompasses all 

living organisms, including 
plants, animals, fungi, and 

microorganisms, and the 
ecosystems they form. 

Water scarcity caused 
by large monoculture 
plantations in southern 
Chile is an issue close to 
Fr Alvaro Martinez’s heart. 
Thanks to his efforts some 
native trees and wild 
fl ora are fl ourishing and 
enhancing biodiversity. 
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overseeing the project revealed that the 
water was at a depth of 11 metres. His 
calm demeanour encouraged me to take 
the risk, though I hadn’t said a prayer or 
sprinkled holy water nor brought a holy 
medal to the chosen spot. 

The initial digging was challenging as 
the ground was fi lled with rocks. As we 
became a little unnerved by the fact that 
we were only encountering rock, a local 
man (digging a well is a community effort 
where all the neighbours help) asked me 
if I had sought Mother Earth's permission 
to dig and draw water. This question, “Did 
you ask Mother Earth’s permission to dig 
and draw water?” lingered in my mind. 
Early the next day, I returned to the site to 
pray. I sprinkled holy water from Lourdes, 
and placed a blessed medal of the Virgin 
Mary in the soil, and I also sought Mother 
Earth’s permission to continue digging 

for water. Soon afterwards the ground 
began to give way and water gushed from 
a depth of nine metres. By 13 metres, a 
steady fl ow was assured for the trees that 
will be planted this winter. These native 
trees will be donated by those supporting 
this contribution to biodiversity.

This experience has taught me to 
continue searching even when the 
‘studies’ are unfavourable; it encourages 
me to trust the dream that drives my 
search. It reveals the wisdom in “asking 
permission” which implies recognising 
our interconnectedness rather than seeing 
ourselves as owners of Mother Earth or 
Ñuke Mapu in the language of the 
Mapuche people. It reminds me to 
trust what others share (the small 
businessman, the man with the 
copper rods, the neighbour who 
accompanied me), and urges me 
to delve deeper, motivating 
me to remove the obstacles. 
Arduous work but one that 
offers an encounter with life: 
water! •

for water. Soon afterwards the ground 
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Fr Alvaro Martinez is a Columban 
Missionary from Chile. He was 
ordained in 2003. Based in 
the US region, before that he 
worked for the Society’s General 
Council in Hong Kong. He was 
also Vocations Co-ordinator and 
Regional Director in Chile. His 
photographic work can be seen 
here: www.missionlens.cl
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To make a comment on this
article go to:
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@fareastmagazine 
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