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“The immigrant 
is easily dismissed 

and denigrated 
since s/he is no 

longer a person.”
Hanif Kureishi

                                  Ireland                                     Ireland   Ireland   

Where are 
the Ideals? 

D uring the 1980s 
ideals were high 
at conferences 

in future European 
Union member states 
regarding the free 
movement of people 
within the Union and the 
structures needed to facilitate 
such movement. Hopes were 
high that policies dealing with migration 
into and within a future European Union 
would be under-pinned by emphasis on 
the care of the person as a human being 
as opposed to being a unit of labour, a 
commodity, moved here and there as 
economically needed. It was hoped that 
common legal, humanitarian and economic 
immigration channels into the Union 
would be established and adhered to 
by member states. If free trade - the free 
movement of capital and investment - could 
be guaranteed, why not the movement of 
people? 

It was the images of a sordid past 
underpinned by racist, xenophobic, 
suppressive and exploitative policies that 
energised the founders of the European 
Union to imagine the possibility of a new 
and different future. However, the raising 
of new national fl ags while signalling the 
end of political colonialism ushered in 
a new colonialism of debt overseen by 
former empires and agencies such as the 
International Monetary Fund, World Bank, 
North America Free Trade Area, World 
Trade Organisation and the United Nations. 
The economic condition of the newly 
independent states did not improve. The 
colonial paradigm was maintained. Aid-

created dependence was not 
a solution. 

Wealth fl owed towards 
the major global fi nance 
centres/havens and as 

has been the situation 
throughout history, people 

followed the money. Migration 
became the norm due to the 

push of underdevelopment and 
demographic defi cits. Newly independent 
states were and continue to be drained of 
their human assets whose development 
they have invested in. 

The fall of the Berlin Wall signalled the 
arrival of a new world order. People began 
to move west from areas of eastern Europe. 
Those who were previously welcomed as 
heroes and heroines were now seen as a 
threat. Gradually, as the old enemy, the 
Soviet Union, began to collapse a new 
enemy had to be found. The new enemy 
was immigrants. Media headlines warned 
of the arrival of ‘swarms’ of migrants. As 
the European Union expanded with new 
accessions anti-immigrant attitudes became 
shrill. Populist politicians took advantage 
of the situation creating an atmosphere of 
fear during national elections and referenda 
campaigns. Xenophobia got new boosters. 

Control of borders became the order of 
the day. A United Nations report warning 
of the demographic defi cit in the European 
Union was ignored. Mainstream political 
parties competed with each other about 
immigration controls. Immigrants were 
presented as a risk rather than an asset. 
The hope of a common immigration 
policy faded as some member states 
took isolated positions. Border walls and 

Weekly tragedies in the 
Mediterranean and the 
English Channel have 
prompted some states 
to make compassion a 
crime, writes Fr Bobby 
Gilmore.

01





16  FAR EAST - MARCH/APRIL 2024 1918 - 2024 1918 - 2024 
OVER 100 YEARS OF OVER 100 YEARS OF PUBLICATIONPUBLICATION   

Columban Fr John 
Smyth died last year. A 
younger Columban, Fr 
Kwon Taemoon/John the 
Apostle, recalls the Irish 
missionary’s infl uence on 
him and his long service 
to the Korean faithful. 

To make a comment on
this article go to:

facebook.com/fareastmagazine 

@fareastmagazine 

                                  Korea   

F r John Smyth became the parish 
priest of Tobong-dong in Seoul 
in 1985. He was not very tall, had 

penetrating eyes and was a man of few 
words. One day after mass when I was a 
middle school student, Fr John asked me if 
I could play table tennis. I confi dently said, 
“Yes I can” and for almost two years after 
that we played competitively twice a week. 

I came to realise that he was extremely 
competitive and that his character was 
such that he found defeat hard. While I 
was no match for him, there was no way 
that he would take pity on me and let 
me win a game. As we competed every 
week, I rapidly improved, with the result 
that I sometimes beat him. I have fond 
memories of his exasperated face on those 
occasions when I beat him.

As the number of believers in the parish 

increased Fr John started building a new 
church and he devoted all his energy to 
it. He used the underground space as the 
priest’s house thus keeping the costs down 
while contributing everything he possessed 
to the building fund. He did not spend 
any time enjoying the comforts of the new 
church; rather, as soon as it was completed, 
he went to America and began his ministry 
to Korean Catholics living overseas.

Time moved on and I entered the 
Missionary Society of St Columban. 
For a time I studied at the Columban 
International Theological House of Studies 
in Chicago. I renewed acquaintance 
with Fr Smyth who was the pastor of 
the Korean Martyrs church in Chicago. 
With a shy smile he introduced me to 
his offi ce which was in the boiler room 
explaining that it was the warmest space 
in the building. He never showed any 
sign of being irked by my frequent visits 
to him but rather he seemed to enjoy our 
extended conversations. He was like a real 
grandfather to me and I was always sorry 
when the time came to leave. 

Fr John and the parishioners of the 
Korean Martyrs church helped me prepare 
for my ordination to the diaconate both 
spiritually and materially. As I was assigned 
to China after I left Chicago I never 
expected to meet Fr John again. However, 
I met him once again in 2013 when I was 
sent to Chicago for further studies. He 
had grown much older and was preparing 
to leave the Korean Martyrs church after 
serving there for some twenty years. 

I helped him prepare to move to the 
Korean parish in Los Angeles. Among the 
items I found were socks and underwear 
that had been donated to him by his 
parishioners but which he had never 
worn. He wore old worn-out clothes and 
socks with holes in them. “Father,” I said, 
“Can you not get rid of the old stuff and 
wear these new clothes?” But he refused 
saying, “I fi nd these old clothes are really 
comfortable”. He had a cassette radio from 
the 1980s he wanted to send by post but I 
said buying a new one would actually work 
out less expensive. He replied, “Look, I’m 
not a person that enjoys spending time 
shopping.”

In 2018 I met Fr John again in Los 
Angeles where he was ministering at 
the Korean church. The topic of our 
conversations was the Catholics in Tobong-
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he went to America and began his ministry 
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He 
Lived a 
Life of 
Love
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dong and the Korean Martyrs parishes. 
That was my last meeting with him. When 
he went to his native Ireland I contacted 
him frequently but he only acknowledged 
my messages but never replied to them. 

Later knowing that his death was 
approaching he appeared to cut off all 
communication and all alone he prepared 
himself for his death. I cried for a long time 
feeling totally helpless. I reckon that Fr 
John spent his fi nal days being totally true 
to his own personality.

While he was not given to making 
fl amboyant speeches nor did he possess 
great social skills he lived a life of humility, 
constancy and fi delity which were the 
greatest gifts he had received from God. He 
shunned the values of worldly popularity 
and success preferring to live a life of 
service where “his right hand did not know 
what his left hand was doing” personally 
demonstrating humility and poverty. 

While he had a heart warmer than 
others, he refused to express it for the 
purpose of receiving special gifts or being 
liked but internally he lived a life of love. 
That is the Fr Smyth that I respect and 
revere. •

01. Fr John Smyth celebrating Mass 
with Columban Fr Kwon Taemoon 
– a former Sunday school student in 
Dobong parish when Fr John was 
pastor there.

02. Fr John and Fr Kwon Taemoon.
03. Fr John Smyth with Columban priests 

working or studying in Chicago.
04. Fr John Smyth with Columban 

missionary Fr Liam O’Keeffe who also 
served on mission in Korea. 

This article was published in the 
Korean Columban Mission Magazine 
in the Spring edition of 2023. It was 
translated by Noel Mackey. 

Lord, do not allow me to entertain a heart of sadness but rather fill my 
heart with gratefulness and joy. Lord God, I know my shortcomings and 
my lack of experience but do not allow them to have me lose confidence or 
to belittle the gifts of grace you bestow on me. Let me not be discouraged 
believing that your gifts are too weak but rather let me live humbly and 
gratefully accepting them. Let me live with a grateful heart for my family, the 
clergy and religious who helped me become a priest and continue to this day 
helping me in my priesthood. Lord God, I pray for the believers and the good 
Samaritans who constantly assist us priests spiritually and materially and 
let me always remember their sacrifices. Amen.

FR JOHN SMYTH RECITED THIS PRAYER EVERY DAYFR JOHN SMYTH RECITED THIS PRAYER EVERY DAY
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MAKING 
YOUR 

WILL?
Make a Difference!

Please remember the needs of Columban 
missionaries and their missions.

Without your help we cannot continue our work.
Your gift could help some of the most 

marginalised and neediest.

Missionary Society of St Columban, Widney Manor Road, Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands, B93 9AB.



                  REFLECTION   

T he song, ‘The Dance of the Cherry Trees’ 
by John Spillane sets the tone for Spring, 
New Life and Easter whereby the “cherry 

tree puts on the most outrageous clothes” and 
sings and dances saying, “we have travelled 
all around the sun that has taken a whole year” 
and that is reason enough to dance and sing! 
Well done cherry blossoms in the air, on the 
streets, in your hair and at your feet! Well done 
everybody!  

In Spring all nature wakes from its slumber 
with the new leaves budding as nature pushes 
up through the winter’s solid clay covering 
Mother Earth, outrageously dressed and 
we remember what Jesus said: “Not even 
Solomon in all his glory was dressed like 
one of these” (Matthew 6:29). Then we have 
the lambs dancing with joy, frisking around 
the fi elds reminding us of the Lamb of God. 
In the words of Gerard Manly Hopkins, SJ 
creation once more becomes “charged with 
the grandeur of God”. It is an invitation for us 
to open our eyes and see the traces of God 
everywhere in the fl amboyance of the beauty 
all around us.  

This fl amboyance is born out of darkness 
and is a transformative experience. It is about 
dying and rising and we humans share in the 
same pattern as all creation. Therefore, as 
we journey through life, nature can be our 
teacher, enabling us to trust our letting go 
from darkness into new life. Since last year our 
world has collectively experienced living in 
the darkness of the tomb: cold, lonely, unsafe, 
terror and fear through war, discrimination, 
injustice, violence, climate change and deaths.

This affected each one of us. We were 

plunged into terrible darkness all of our own 
doing. We wanted each day to get out of this 
tomb because each day seemed a deterioration 
of the previous one and all we could do was 
pray that through the cracks, the light of 
understanding and dialogue between nations 
and religions would happen and restore peace 
to our deeply divided and fractured world. 
When we look at the darkness of our own lives 
maybe we can ask the question that Valarie 
Kauer asked: “What if this darkness is not the 
darkness of the tomb, but the darkness of the 
womb?” What is our way out?

Hopkins in his poem ‘The Wreck of the 
Deutschland’ talks of a shipwreck when fi ve 
Franciscan nuns along with others drowned in 
freezing waters on their way from Germany to 
New York. He says: 

Let Him EASTER in us,
be a dayspring to the dimness of us,
be a crimson-cresseted east.

He uses the word Easter as a verb in the 
present continuous tense, as it is an event that 
transforms us on an ongoing basis. When we 
roll back the stones that block us in our lives, 
and allow the Risen Christ to enter, then He 
has a chance to become the “dayspring to the 
dimness in us” and that of our world.  That is 
the road to transformation. Perhaps we can ask 
ourselves: can we allow ourselves be surprised 
by Resurrection, by allowing Jesus to Easter 
in us as He allowed Easter to happen in Him? 
Jesus is Risen and accompanies us on the road 
of life. Alleluia! Alleluia! •

Sr Rebecca Conlon    

Im
age: Shutterstock

Let Him 
Easter
in Us
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                                  OBITUARIES                                     

Sr Evelyn Frieder was born in New York City on 
13th November 1928. In 1949, she graduated 
from St Vincent’s Hospital as a Registered Nurse 
and remained on the staff there for four years, 
after which she entered the Columban Sisters 
in Hyde Park and professed First Vows in 1957. 
She was assigned to the newly established 
mission in Korea where she served for a total 
of 21 years. In Korea her nursing skills were put 
to good use in the day clinic and hospital in 
Mokpo to which the sick poor fl ocked. She was 
responsible also for student assessments and 
the supervision of the nurses in the hospital and 
teaching part-time in the School of Nursing. 
On her return to the USA, she completed her 
Nursing Licentiate, passed the New York State 
Board exam, and qualifi ed as a State Registered 
Nurse. With a Master of Science in Nursing 
from Boston University, she returned to Korea 
and was involved in the Naju leper colony. In 
1978 Evelyn returned to the USA and assumed 
responsibility at St Columban’s on the Lake in 
Silver Creek. At a later stage she was assigned 
to Boston where she was involved in the parish 
of St Columcille, as well as volunteering in an 
inner-city day care centre. She was known for 
her kindness to teachers, parents, and pre-
school children. As her health began to fail, 
Evelyn then returned to St Columban’s on 
the Lake. Here she was known for her sense 
of humour and her ability to speak her mind. 
Sr Evelyn died peacefully in the Silver Creek 
community on 10th November 2023.

Fr Cathal Vincent Gallagher  was born on 
23rd July 1951 in Garrison, Co Fermanagh. He 
was educated at Devenish PS, at St Michael´s 
Grammar School, Enniskillen, and at Queen´s 
University, Belfast before he joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1970. Cathal served as a Garda in 
Navan before joining the Columbans in 1973.
He did Overseas Training in both Chile and 
Peru. Ordained on 7th April 1985, he was 
appointed to Peru. After language study he 
served in Parroquia Virgen de la Providencia, 
also in Parroquia Nuestra Señora de la Paz. He 
was pastor of Parroquias Jesús Resucitado and 
Virgen Medianera. He was Director of the Peru 
Region 1997-99. In 2002, he began studies 
in psychotherapy and obtained a Graduate 
Diploma in Advanced Psychodynamic 
Counselling at the Westminster Pastoral 
Foundation in Kensington, London. During 
his years of study he worked in the parish of St 
Francis de Sales and St Gertrude in Stockwell, 
part of Southwark Diocese. Following his 
studies he returned to Peru. He began his 

ministry with those diagnosed with HIV/AIDS. 
He founded the Si Da Vida organisation, 
an important care centre for recuperation, 
education and leadership-formation through 
shared refl ection in workshops run by skilled 
professional educators and medical personnel. 
With the amalgamation of the Columban 
Regions of Peru and Chile, Cathal served as 
the fi rst Director of the newly created Region of 
South America. Following his term as Director 
and a holiday at home, Cathal returned to Peru 
in July 2023. The Bishop of Carabayllo asked 
Cathal to begin a new ministry of working 
with religious in the diocese. He had barely 
begun this work when he became ill and was 
diagnosed with an internal haemorrhage 
caused by an aneurism. He died on 28th

November 2023 in Lima.

Sr Joan O’Donovan was born in Clonakilty, 
Co Cork on 31st August 1926. She joined 
the Columban Sisters in 1944, professing 
First Vows in 1947 when she was given the 
religious name Mary Madeleine Sophie. She 
was assigned to China where she joined the 
Sisters who had set up a school in Shanghai 
for the children of White Russians. Only a short 
time later with the approaching expulsion of 
foreigners from China, she served in Hong 
Kong for two years, returning to Ireland in 
1950 where she professed Final Vows in 
1952, at the same time attaining a BA from 
University College Dublin. For the next nine 
years, as Assistant Novice Directress, she 
was responsible for the practical side of the 
training of the young women who joined 
the Congregation and were preparing for 
profession of vows and mission assignments. 
After this, Joan was one of the founding 
members when the Columban Sisters opened 
a new mission in Lima, Peru in 1962. She 
served there for 12 years, consolidating the 
new mission and teaching in a school set up by 
the Sisters. In 1976, when the fl edging mission 
in Chile required a second house, Joan was 
then required to leave Lima and be assigned 
to Santiago where she was to spend a total of 
20 years. Here, she was known as Hermanita 
Juanita, and she raised the confi dence and 
dignity of the local women through her pastoral 
work. As her health began to fail, in 2014 Joan 
was one of the fi rst group of Sisters to move to 
the new Nursing Home in Magheramore. Joan 
died peacefully in the Magheramore Nursing 
Home on 30th November 2023.

May they rest in peace.

Sr Evelyn Frieder

Fr Cathal Vincent Gallagher 

Sr Joan O’Donovan 

RESTIN
PEACE
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“He is not  
  HERE"

Some years ago, I visited the Holy Land, and 
one stand out moment was the Shrine of the 

Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. Pilgrims from all 
over the world visit an empty tomb, which bears a 
note at its entrance stating: “He is not here.” Jesus 
Christ, who was once buried here, rose from the 
dead, leaving an empty tomb, as he had told his 
disciples he would.  

Easter is the most important feast in the Church 
Calendar. Easter means the feast of fresh fl owers. It 
falls towards the end of spring when new life is in 
full bloom again after a hard and cold winter. The 
fi elds and hedgerows are brimming over with new 
life. Easter is the celebration of new life in the Risen 
Lord. It is the feast of hope. 

The empty tomb and the resurrection are Good 
News, but it is painful because it involves death. 
We're called to die to sin, die to self, even die to 
our dreams so that God can do what He wants 
to do with our lives. Resurrection is about seeing 
the world in a new way. Early on that fi rst Easter 
morning, Mary Magdalene did not fi nd what 
she was looking for - the dead body of Jesus. But 
she found something better than she could have 
imagined: the Risen Jesus. 

Sometimes, what we think we want the most is 
not granted to us. Instead, we get an experience of 
God's new ways of working in the world. That's 
the power of the Resurrection. We must spread the 
news when those moments come, just as Mary 
Magdalene did: We have seen the Lord!

Easter, the feast of the Resurrection, gives us 
the positive message that we are people of the 

Resurrection. This means we are not supposed to 
lie buried in the tomb of our sins, evil habits, and 
dangerous addictions. This Good News means 
that no tomb can hold us down anymore - not the 
tomb of despair, not the tomb of discouragement, 
or the tomb of doubt, nor that of death. Instead, 
we are expected to live a joyful and peaceful life, 
constantly experiencing the Risen Lord's real 
presence in all our lives. 

His tomb was empty. “He is not here.” We are 
an Easter people, so let us celebrate Easter with 
pride, freedom and rejoicing. “This is the day the 
Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” •

                  Ireland     

Easter refl ection by Fr John McEvoy on Scripture 
passages Acts 10:34, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9

pride, freedom and rejoicing. “This is the day the pride, freedom and rejoicing. “This is the day the pride, freedom and rejoicing. “This is the day the pride, freedom and rejoicing. “This is the day the 
Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” •

Columban Fr John McEvoy served on mission in Fiji. 
He is now based in Ireland. 
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Moses the 
law-giver 

                                  Bible story                    
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Moses led the people to the mountain of Sinai, where God 
had fi rst spoken to him. Here, God gave Moses two stone 
slabs on which were the laws by which his chosen people 

were to live their lives. 
On the fi rst stone were the laws concerning their duty to God. 

They must not worship other gods. They must not worship idols of 
wood or stone. They must keep God’s name holy. They must keep 
God’s day – the Sabbath – holy. And they must honour their parents. 

The second tablet contained the laws concerning their duty to 
each other. They must not kill. They must not be unfaithful to their 
wife or husband. They must not steal anything. They must not tell 
lies. They must not be envious of another person. 

These were the Ten Commandments which God gave to his 
chosen people through Moses. On Sinai, God made a solemn 
agreement – a covenant – with his people: they were to promise to 
live by these commandments, and God in turn would promise to be 
their God, and they his chosen people for all time. •
   Read also: Exodus 20: 1-17

Bible Quiz No 110 Winners: Kathy Walford, Tadcaster • Molly Pennington, 
Merseyside • Margaret Burfi eld, Cumbria. 

£15 vouchers for the fi rst three correct entries received! 
Consult your Bible, answer the questions above and send your 
entry to: Bible Quiz Nº 112, St Columban's, Widney Manor Rd, 
Solihull, West Midlands, B93 9AB, before 30th April 2024.

1 In Exodus ch.3, who protested against God’s call with 
the words, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh...”?

2 In Matthew ch. 3, John the Baptist said, “You brood 
of vipers. Who warned you to fl ee from the coming 
wrath.” True or false?

3 In Genesis ch.42, which of Joseph’s brothers said, 
“Didn’t I tell you not to sin against the boy”?

4 In John ch.19, who announced Jesus to the crowds 
with the words, “Here is the man”?

5 In Acts ch.26, which king said to Paul, ”Do you think 
that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a 
Christian?”

6 In Matthew ch.11, who posed this question to Jesus, 
“Are you the one who is to come or shall we expect 
someone else?”

  number

112Bible Quiz

Address:

Name:

THREE

£15VOUCHERS TO BE WON!
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T o fi nd the Litter Bug we must travel all the way 
to Queensland, Australia. Stroll underneath the 
eucalyptus trees and if you search among the 

leaf litter, you may catch sight of a giant burrowing 
cockroach. This is the litter bug, also known as the 
rhinoceros cockroach. Weighing in at a hefty 30g, this is 
the heaviest cockroach on the planet and their lifespan 
is a surprising 10 years. Did you know that the oldest 
known cockroach fossil is 120-130 million years old. 
These creatures evolved at the end of the Jurassic, and 
the beginning of the Cretaceous geological eras, and 
this makes their ancestry very old indeed.

While most of us would squirm at the thoughts of such 
a cockroach being near us, not so in Australia. Litter Bugs 
are not considered pests at all, as they play a vital role in 
cleaning up the forest fl oor and the regeneration of the 
forest ecosystem. They consume and break down dead 
plant material, especially eucalyptus leaves and return 

it as nutrients to the earth to be absorbed by fungi, 
trees and other plants. In fact, they are so liked that 
people sometimes keep them as pets.

Like most humans, Litter Bugs live in permanent homes 
and are the only known cockroach in the world to do 
so. With their stocky, spade like legs, they burrow down 
about 1 metre into the soil and hollow out a chamber. 
The chamber contains their stored food supply of 
decomposing eucalyptus leaves, tree bark and dry grass. 

Don’t we live in a wonderful world where we have 
access to far off lands through the internet, books and 
the TV. Our ancestors did not have this luxury. However, 
there is nothing to beat getting outdoors to see what is 
outside your own back door. A wonderful world awaits 
you and there are surprises and amazing adventures in 
store for you. •

The Litter
Bug

 By Elizabeth McArdle
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Colour the drawing and send it with your name and address 
to: COLPAINT, St Columban's, Widney Manor Rd, Solihull, 
West Midlands, B93 9AB, before 30th April 2024. Age:Name:

Address:

Pudsy's Diry - find the 10 spelling mistakes WIN A VOUCHER WORTH £15/£10!
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