





Fr Denis Monaghan is the
last member of a group
of twelve Columbans
missioned to Korea in

1969 but he is in no rush
to leave his adopted land
and return to his native
Co Leitrim.

0

. Columban missionaries Fr
Denie Monaghan and Fr Sean
Conneely who were ordained
at Easter in 1969 and sent on
mission to Korea.

02. Fr Denie Monaghan celebrating
a First Profession in Korea.
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n September and October 1969 twelve

newly appointed Columbans arrived in

Korea. Our fame had preceded us, we
were the class of ‘69, the first class to be
ordained at Easter because we were held
back from ordination at Christmas 1968. It
was decided by the powers that be that we
were not ready for ordination at Christmas
- obviously the extra four months worked
wonders because by Easter we were all
deemed worthy of ordination.

However, the word had reached the
regions where we had been appointed
that a bunch of troublemakers were on the
way. Some took the attitude of wait and
see, others condemned us on hearsay.

Among the twelve there were two
Australians, Charlie Rue and Ray Scanlon,
one American, Bill Schmitt and nine from
Ireland, Michael Nallon, John Houlahan,
Jerry Dunne, Brendan Kennedy, Tom
Cleary, Sean Conneely, Eddie O’'Donovan,
Colm Murphy and me, Denis Monaghan.

Michael Nallon and | had trouble
getting our visas and we arrived a little
later on 2 October 1969. Here was proof,
if proof was needed, that we were people
who did what we wanted! It must have
been a terrible disappointment to some
that we did not live up to our reputation as
troublemakers.

We studied the Korean language for 10
months before we were all appointed to
parishes. Six were appointed to Kwangju
Diocese and six to the north, to Wongju
and Chunchon Dioceses. | decided |
would try it for a year and see how things
went. The language was very difficult and

AND THEN THERE
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attimes | felt like giving up. But then |
was appointed to a parish and | began to
mix with Koreans for the first time and all
thoughts of giving up left. | made friends
with Koreans in that first parish who 50
years later | still regard as friends.

Over the years four of our group
have died: Colm Murphy, Mick Nallon,
Brendan Kennedy and Bill Schmitt. Tom
Cleary, Ray Scanlon and Charlie Rue now
work in Australia. Jerry Dunne and Eddie
O'Donovan live and work in America.
John Houlahan works in Ireland. So that
just leaves Sean Conneely and me in
Korea. But Sean has announced that he is
returning to Ireland so that leaves me as
the last member of the group in Korea.

Recently, | have been watching Michael
Harding, Eleanor Shanley, Seamus
O'Rourke and Charlie McGettigan in a
video on ‘Lovely Leitrim’ which rekindled a
longing to return there. Maybe when | get
old, I might just do that but at present | feel
| have a few years left in me yet, so I'll stay
here a while longer.

Leitrim has changed over the last 50
years and | would not be returning to the
Leitrim | recall. When | occasionally return
there for a holiday | still find the people as
friendly and welcoming as ever but whether
| could happily live there now, I'm not sure.
| would have to be doing something and
I'm not sure how many job opportunities
are open to someone over 75, even in
the Church. | could hear confessions,
but | hear there's not that many looking
for confession. For now, I'll continue to
represent the class of '69 in Korea.
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Fr George Webster

Fr Martin Murphy

Fr George Webster was born on the 25
August 1932 in Lewisham, South London,
England. He was educated at the Salesian
College, London (1943-1951) and at

the English College, Valladolid, Spain
(1951-1957). He was ordained for the
Archdiocese of Southwark on 9 June 1957.
He did parish ministry in Brighton and
Kingston on Thames between 1957 and
1962.

He then volunteered with the Columbans
in Peru from November 1962 until 1968.
After a probation period in Dalgan, George
joined the Society and returned to Peru

in October 1968. He had various parish
appointments in Lima between 1968

and 1989 including Pastoral Vicar for
three years for the Northern Zone of Lima
Archdiocese.

He was appointed to Britain in April 1989
for Mission Promotion and was part of the
mission team until June 2001. He then took
up university chaplaincy at South London
University for two years until September
2003. He continued his chaplaincy work
part-time, while supplying in a number of
parishes in the Archdiocese where he had
begun his priestly ministry in 1962.

In June 2006 a need arose in the parish
of St Patrick’s, Chislehurst and he was
appointed ‘priest in charge’ until his
retirement in 2014 when he took up
residence in the retirement wing in St
Columban'’s, Solihull.

George was a popular member of the
Solihull community with a dry wit and
plenty of jokes. He was always willing to
do weekend supply in the Archdiocese of
Birmingham. He carried on helping to open
the daily post in our Solihull office until
shortly before his death. His considerable
spiritual presence will be sadly missed.

Fr Martin Murphy was born on 14 April
1929 at Enniscorthy, Co Wexford. He

was educated at Glenbrien NS, CBS
Enniscorthy, and St Peter’s College,
Wexford. He came to Dalgan in September
1948 and was ordained priest on 21
December 1954.

Appointed to the Philippines in 1955,

he was assigned to the northern Luzon
Diocese of Lingayen in the province of
Pangasinan, where the Columbans had
worked in parishes since 1933 because of
a grave shortage of priests there. Lingayen
is 200kms north of Manila. The major
language there and in the province is
Pangasinan, also known as Pangasinense.
The first Columbans who worked in
Pangasinan laboured to encourage the
people to return to the practice of the faith,
to rebuild churches and parish houses, and
to set up schools. They were blessed to

be helped in this last endeavor, and in the
preparation of catechists, by the presence
of the Columban Sisters.

In this setting Martin was to spend the next
forty years. He served at various times as
parish priest or curate in Lingayen, Sual,
Domalandan, Naguelguel and Labrador.
Always quiet and conscientious, he was as
gentle as the people that he served and
was greatly appreciated by them.

He was reassigned to Ireland in 1996.

He was a quiet but active member of the
community, interested in, and informed
about all that happened in Dalgan. As his
health deteriorated in 2019, he moved to
the Nursing Home until his death on 12
December 2020.

May they rest in peace.

MAKING
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Please remember the needs of Columban
missionaries and their missions. ——

Without your help we cannot continue our work.

Your gift could help some of the most
marginalised and neediest.

.nary Society of St Columban, Widney Manor Road, Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands, B93 9AB.
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eremiah is one of the prophets of the
Old Testament. He never wanted to be
a prophet and he protested against the

call of Yahweh/God. He lived at the time

of the last days of Jerusalem’s monarchy

and he reluctantly proclaimed a message of

destruction.

But in spite of his messages of disaster he
also had a message of hope. In the Book of
Jeremiah Chapter 29:1l he writes:

"Yahweh/God says:

‘Il know what I'm doing. | have it all planned

Plans to take care of you, not to abandon you

Plans to give you the future you hope for

When you pray to Me I'll listen to you.

When you look for Me you'll
find Me.

I'll make sure you won't
be disappointed.’”

The Bible is really
a Library of Books.
There are many
books but the
same central
focus. The
emphasis is
on what God
was doing in
the lives of
His people.

The people

in the Old
Testament

were not much
different from

us today. That

is why the Bible

is one of the oldest
and most influential
books ever written.
It is not easy reading
at times as it tells

of disasters and
calamities, death
and destruction. But
don‘t we hear plenty
about these today? And do we listen to our
modern prophets today?

The people of the Old Testament believed
that Yahweh/God spoke to them through
the prophets. They spoke to them of new
leadership and gave them hope for a more
equal life for all people and freedom and
prosperity which would sustain them. So, these
sacred books tell the history of the earth and
its evolution, its people and their laws right up

. Raphael’s ‘"Madonna Conestabile’ (1502-1504).
~ Reproduction from illustrated Encyclopedia Art -
galleries of Europe, Partnership M. O. Wolf,
St Petersburg - Moscow, Russia, 1901.

to the spread of Christianity in the 1%t Century
AD. Throughout the whole Bible the faith of the
people shines through and sustains them.

We have the Good News brought by Jesus in
the New Testament. Jesus preached the coming
of God'’s rule breaking through the bonds of
evil, sin and death. Jesus was the fulfilment
of the Old Testament. He was the One the
prophets looked forward to. In Him was the
hope of the Chosen People.

In Matthew’s Gospel we read: “The people
who lived in darkness have seen a great light.
On those who lived in a country of shadow a
light has dawned.” This was to fulfil what was

spoken by the Prophet Isaias:
"The Lord will give you a
sign - a young woman will
be with child and will
give birth to a son
whom she will call
Emmanuel which
means God
with us.” The
woman we
know was
Mary who
paved the
way for all
people to
have free
access to
the grace
by which
we live and
confidence
in the hope of
the glory of the
children of God.
Mary is the
pledge of our
redemption. She and her
soh Jesus are the two
most important people
of the Old and the New

Testaments. They are both
continuously present to us if
only we call upon them.

As He hung on the Cross, Jesus gave His
mother to all people. She is your mother and
mine. She will be close to us as we live our
human life and for all eternity when we meet
her in glory.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, and our Mother,
pray for us now and always.

Sr Abbie O’Sullivan "
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» BIBLE STORY

THE DAUGHTER
OF JAIRUS

ne day, a man pushed through the crowd

that had come to hear Jesus and threw

himself at Jesus’ feet. The man was a
minister at the local synagogue.

“Master, please help me,” he sobbed. “My little
girl is very ill. She's dying. She's only twelve years
old, Lord. Please come and make her better.”

“I'll come at once,” said Jesus. But first, he and his
disciples had to work their way slowly through the
hundreds of people pressing all round them.

They were not far from the house of Jairus when
a friend of his met them.

“Your daughter has died,” he told Jairus, “So
there is no need to trouble the Master any further.”

But when Jesus heard this, he said to Jairus,
“Don't be afraid. Have faith and she will be safe.”

lllustration by Val Biro from One Hundred Bible Stories for Children.

Published by Award Publications Ltd.

BIBLE QUIZ

@ 'n Acts ch.13, where was Paul when Mark left him to
return to Jerusalem?
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o In 1Kings ch.17, to whom did God say, “Leave here
turn eastward and hide in the Kerith Ravine, east of
the Jordan?

© In Luke ch.19, when Jesus met Zacheus, he was
entering which town on his way to Jerusalem?

£15 vouchers for the first three correct entries received!
Consult your Bible, answer the questions above and send your
entry to: Bible Quiz N° 92, St Columban's, Widney Manor Rd,
Solihull, West Midlands, B93 9AB, before 30t June 2021.

Bible Quiz N° 90 Winners: Graham Dean, Shropshire ® Simon Marley,
Lancashire  Julie McCarthy, London.

The house was crowded with mourners, weeping
and wailing. Jesus made his way past them to the
room where the little girl lay, taking with him only
Peter, John and James, and the child’s parents.

“There is no need for you to cry,” he told the crowd.
“The child is only asleep.” But they all laughed at him.
They had seen for themselves that she was dead.

Jesus stood by the bed and took the little girl's
hand.

“Come, child,” he said. “It's time to get up.” At once
her spirit returned and she sat up, smiling.

“Give her something to eat,” said Jesus to her
astonished parents. “And don't tell anyone what has
happened today.” ®

Read also: Mark 5:21-43
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o In Acts ch.15, which two men were sent with Paul and
Barnabas to Antioch by the Council of Jerusalem?

© In Exodus ch.2, where did Moses meet Zipporah who
became his wife?

© In Acts ch.13, which two towns on Cyprus does Luke
say Paul visited?
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WORD
SEARCH

Find these seaside
items in this word
search. They can be
found across, up,
down or diagonally:

BEACH

LIFEBELT
PALM

SAND

SEA

SEAGULL
SHELL

STARFISH

SUMMER
SUN

WINDSURF

At school [ wag thinking ite funny becos in
the lockdown we were dying to go to echool
and now we are mad to be off again for the
ummer holg. [ told Granny the girle were
complaining they'd love to go to Spain for
the luuly sunghine except they might not be
allowed. Granny said the qun that shines there
. ig the same qun that chineg here at home g0
no need to be talking through their hate about
forin places. Then Mice Flinn agked ug to do
an esgay on what we would be doing during
the hole and we all eaid oh no Mise but she

HA! HA!

1. What do you get when you combine an
elephant with a fish?

2. Do fish go on vacation?

3. Why did the dolphin cross the beach?
4. Why don't oysters share their pearls?
5.What do you call a snowman in July?

6. What's black and white and red all over?

juinquns e yum eiqez vy ‘9
ivlppnd v °g
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only sed oh yes and with good gpacing and
polich and of course good gpelling. But [ got
a brill idea. | can write [l be hill waking with
cugsin Colm the fella with the long legge and
huge stepe- that willl be gpacing. Then helping
uncle Edward shine the new tractor - that
will be the polish part cept [ don’t know about
the spelling. That wil do just fab and the ones
that go to Spain can’t do it cos there won’t
be tractorg or hill climbing over there. [ bet thie
will be the best egeay ever and Mise Flinn wil
shurely be happy at lagt.
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Colpaint - Aged 7 and Under
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Help Pudsy correct his spelling "OUCHE
RI

to win a £15 voucher.
Rewrite the story and send to Pudsy's Diry,
St Columban's, Widney Manor Rd, Solihull,
West Midlands B93 9AB, before 30t June 2021.

Y COMPETITION WINNERS *
JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2021
Sophie Lilly Evie
Moss Roberts Layton Starr
Chorley Lay|a Wirral Darlington, Stafford
Renfrewshire Co. Durham
< = < = <
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ith their banshee screech, bright feathers
W and ghostly appearance, the sighting of

a Barn Owl, flying silently in the night sky,
can challenge the most rational of us into thinking we
have seen a ghost. Unlike most birds, owls do not make
noise when they fly. Their special, comb-like feathers
break the air turbulence into smaller currents or micro-

turbulences. This process muffles the sound of air

rushing over their wing surface and dampens all sound.

It is little wonder some of us get spooked when a barn
owl flies over our heads.

They are known as the farmer’s friend. Surveys have
shown that a pair of owls can eat up to 2,000 rats and

/”( mice during the breeding season and yes, you may

have guessed, their favourite food are rats and mice.
They find them scrumptious. Tyto alba is their scientific
or taxonomic name. Tyto (not related to Tayto crisps)

g

P comes from the ancient Greek word ‘tuto’ meaning owl
' and alba, is the Latin for white.

.Y

These mainly nocturnal birds hunt by sight and
sound. Their survival depends on their amazing
hearing powers. Barn Owls are capable of hearing
prey deep within burrows, under sheets of leaves and
even hidden in snow. Their superb sight allows them
to see eight times farther than we humans, even in low
light intensities, and they can target prey which may
be about two miles away. While we might see a light
at that distance, a small animal, camouflaged in its
surroundings would be hidden from us. For the barn
owl, this would be a doddle.

While the Barn Owl may be elusive and only frequent
the night hours, God is with us night and day. Isn't it
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heartening to know that when times get tough, God - .ﬁ

will be there, protecting us and our loved ones from all i

danger and harm. @ !
AJ s _

WIN A VOUCHER WORTH €20/<I5!

Colpaint

Colour the drawing and send it with your name and address
to: COLPAINT, St Columban's, Widney Manor Rd, Solihull,
West Midlands, B93 9AB, before 30t June 2021.
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ACTS O FMEIE TSRS

A Reading for Mission Today
by Tom O’Reilly SSC

This book approaches the Acts of the
Apostles not just as a history book that gives
us information about the life and mission
of the early Church, but also as a story to
engage us at the level of faith and transform
us into missionary disciples of Jesus Christ

in our own situation.

Available

now from
www.veritas.ie

VERITAS

www.veritas.ie

ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO
COLUMBAN MISSION?

A chance to do something deeply satisfying

For Further Information:

and worthwhile with your life. Fr Denis Carter,
St Columban'’s, Widney M Rd
Do you have a dream of doing some service that’s pleasing to God... SoIik?uLIJImWZQtSMidIIa:SZ B;;g;B '

and good for God'’s struggling people?
S R P telephone: 01564 772 096

Is your faith important to you? email: vocations@columbans.co.uk
website: www.columbans.co.uk

Could God be calling you to be a Columban missionary? |

If you see yourself today making a difference and feel drawn to work
as a missionary overseas, come and explore the possibilities as a
Columban Priest or Lay Missionary.




