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1. What do snowmen like to do on New Year’s Eve?
2. Why should you put your new calendar in the 

freezer?
3. What’s a cow‘s favourite holiday?
4. What do you say to your friends on New Year’s Day?
5. Why do you need a jeweller on New Year’s Eve?
6. What is a New Year’s resolution?

1. Chill out.
2. To start off the new year in a cool way.
3. Moo Year’s Eve.
4. I haven’t seen you since last year.
5. To ring in the new year.
6. Something that goes in one year and out the other.

HA! HA!

At skool we were told to practice reading 
and be as quiet as mice so I kept thinking of 
what cuzzin Tom from America said to me: 
tough luck sonny yure the middle guy becos 
I have a lot of small cousins and plenty of 
big ones as well. The small ones keep asking 
me for new games for the player they got for 
christmas. The big ones have no time for this 
kids stuff and because I am the middle guy I 
have to do all the work. When I was telling this 
to Bump Ms Flinn sed no distraxions keep to 
your work. But then I had to ask him what’s 

a distraction and he said maybe its one of 
those new games. So I had an idea I can tell 
the small ones to ask cousin Tom about this 
new game and he will be dying to egsplain. 
What a mighty plan and I’m only the middle 
guy - imagine. Mebbe that’s what the new 
priest meant when he was telling us when the 
Lord closes one door another will open. But 
then Ms Flinn said attenshun please let’s start 
sharing and I had to whisper to Bump qwick 
what’s all this sharing about... I must have 
fallen asleep or something...
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MARS
SUN

URANUS
SATURN
PLUTO
VENUS
MOON
EARTH

MERCURY
JUPITER

NEPTUNE

Find these items from 
our solar system in 
this word search. 

They can be found 
either straight across 

or down:
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Help Pudsy correct his spelling 
to win a £15 voucher.
Rewrite the story and send to Pudsy's Diry, 
St Columban's, Widney Manor Rd, Solihull, 
West Midlands B93 9AB, before 26th February 2021.

WIN A
£15                                                                       VOUCHER!

win!

William
Jones
Sheffi eld

Pudsy's Diry

Anya
Mazrreku
Rotherham

Orlaith 
O’Boyle
Banbridge,
Co Down

Colpaint - Aged 8 and Over

Patrick
Brown
Ormskirk

Saoirse 
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Colpaint - Aged 7 and Under
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Colour the drawing and send it with your name and address 
to: COLPAINT, St Columban's, Widney Manor Rd, Solihull, 
West Midlands, B93 9AB, before 26th February 2021. Age:Name:

Address:

A s the January gales howl and temperatures 
plummet, the Eurasian Jay is out and about 
sporting its beautiful pinkish, brown feathers 

with white trimming. If you are fortunate enough to 
spot a jay in the trees, the fi rst thing you would notice 
is a brilliant blue patch on its wing. In winter, they are 
the most colourful birds around. However, all this 
fl amboyant regalia does not make them easy to spot in 
the oak trees where they hang out. They are extremely 
shy birds and the slightest noise spooks them and they 
fl y away.

Their crucial activity in autumn is harvesting enough 
acorns to see them through wintertime. Sometimes, 
beech and hazel nuts are also harvested, and they 
are all buried in the safest places where rivals, such 
as squirrels, will not even think of looking for them. 
Throughout the winter, jays can remember the 
locations of these food stores with a very high degree 
of accuracy and research has shown, that they can 
hoard and retrieve several thousand acorns over the 

winter months. Hence their reputation for being 
extremely intelligent birds. The acorns which are 
not eaten often germinate in the spring and jays play 
a very important role in woodland regeneration. Often 
the uneaten acorns are carried far from the seedling 
tree and new forests are generated.

Their vocal talents are extraordinary. Their ability to 
mimic the call of other birds is a ploy they use and is 
thought to confuse their enemies. They can even copy 
human speech, lawn mowers, crying babies, car alarms, 
dripping taps and many other sounds.

Loving God is about loving all of life with great 
enthusiasm and delight. However, in January nature 
seems to be sleeping but if you look very carefully, so 
much of it is awake and if you look really carefully, you 
might see a January Jay retrieving acorns from the 
acorn larder. •

January
Jays

 By Elizabeth McArdle
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A message of solidarity from the Columbans 

“The self-sacrifi ce 
of those caring for the most 

vulnerable during the pandemic 
is a strong antidote to the 

individualism and self-centredness 
which too often lead to the 

neglect of suffering
humanity today.”

Fr Tom O’Reilly,
Columban
missionary 
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Deadline for entries:
SATURDAY 20th February 2021
For more information on entry guidelines see:
www.columbancompetition.com
or email hello@columbancompetition.com

The competition is being launched 
on Monday 5th October 2020

Schools Media  
Competition

‘Let’s Create a World 
Without Racism’

We are looking for students (aged 14-18 
inclusive) to submit an original piece of writing 
or an original image on the theme: 

The winning entries will be published in the Far East
magazine and online on Columban websites in Ireland 
and Britain and shared on Columban social media. 
This is a chance to engage with an issue that 
addresses equality, justice, inclusion and also draws 
on faith and personal experience. 

We cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to 
racism and exclusion in any form and yet 
claim to defend the sacredness of every 
human life.” POPE FRANCIS, June 2020      

“PRINT PRIZES

1st£300
 2 nd £150 • 3rd £100

IMAGE PRIZES

1st£300
 2 nd £150 • 3rd £100

The competition is being launched 
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