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A wise person named Rebekah 
Lowin once said, “Never 
underestimate the power you 

have to take your life in a new direction. 
Life’s not about expecting, hoping and 
wishing, it’s about doing, being and 
becoming. I like the dreams of the future 
better than the history of the past.” 

We have just entered 2021 and I think 
that those words are very applicable to us. 
We have struggled through most of 2020, 
prisoners of the Coronavirus. Here, in our 
small chapel in Solihull our daily Mass was 
usually attended by about eight people 
from outside the community. When we 
had to exclude outsiders because of the 
lockdown, I remember one young man 
said to me, “I suppose that we won’t be 
able to come back for a week or two.” 
Little did we think that 12 months later we 
would still be in the same situation.  

Unfortunately, we didn’t have much of 
an opportunity to take our lives in a new 
direction last year because we have been 
so confi ned by the Coronavirus. However, 
in many ways this virus has brought out 
the best in us. We think of all the people 
and organisations who are responding so 
positively to the challenges that the virus 
puts before us. I do not need to mention 
the big organisations whose members 
are risking their lives every day in the 
service of those who are most affected by 
the pandemic. There are numerous small 
examples of everyday heroism, people 
helping each other. You will be aware of 
many examples. 

It is so true that we should never 
underestimate the power we have to 
take our lives in a new direction. We 
have got used to living in what we have 
come to call the ‘new normal’. Rather 
than standing aside and waiting for it all 
to end, we live in the present - and in the 
present we must live out our Faith, Hope 
and Love. The New Year is a moment 
of quiet refl ection. Refl ect on the year 
gone by; on the happy gains and missed 
opportunities. Recount the good and bad 
of the past year. New Year is a time to 
ensure that we bring balance to our life 
with positive infl uences overriding the 
negative ones.

Many people will say that the New 
Year is just a date and does not have any 
practical meaning. New Year reminds us 
that the Earth has revolved around the 
Sun for one more time, that we are a little 
bit older, a little bit wiser and have made 
a few more steps on our path. New Year 
is thus a great reminder to pause, refl ect, 
and rethink the past 365 days.

The New Year’s holiday is a great, 
universal reminder but any day can be a 
chance for us to think about where we are 
headed and how we are living; to see if 
things need to change and to decide to 
do better. 

Happy New Year to all! •
             

  Fr Peter Hughes
Regional Director, Britain
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A Call to  Lay Mission
Vida Hequilan, 
Coordinator of the 
Central Leadership 
Team in Hong Kong, 
writes about 30 years of 
Columban Lay Mission.

W e have just marked the 30th

anniversary of the setting up of 
the Columban Lay Missionaries 

(CLM) programme in 1990. Looking back 
over the past three decades I see how far 
we have come, the progress that has been 
made, and the contribution we have made 
to mission, the Missionary Society of St 
Columban and the Church.

As I was preparing for this refl ection, 
I came across an article about the 
metaphysical properties of a pearl. 

As a 30th anniversary is known as a pearl 
anniversary, I wanted to delve into whether 
or not there is a connection between CLM 
history and the pearl.

When a pearl is born it is the result 
of an irritation to the soft body of its 
host mollusc. This irritant can be a grain 
of sand but more often it is a parasite. 
Because of this unique process, pearls 
are the only jewels created in partnership 
with living creatures. (Paul Wagner: Pearl 
Metaphysical Properties: A Hidden 
Gemstone Guide, October 1, 2019.)

From the beginning, the Missionary 
Society of St Columban has been blessed 
with generous lay people who worked 
side by side with the priests in mission. 
The Society’s 1970 General Assembly, in 
response to the Second Vatican Council, 
stated that the lay missionary movement 
might be the beginning of something 

bigger than we were dreaming of. 
During the 1976 General Assembly, the 
Columbans decided to formally initiate lay 
people’s participation in their missionary 
work. In the succeeding years Columbans 
explored and worked towards greater 
involvement of lay people in the Society’s 
cross-cultural missionary experience.

Between 1981 and 1988 there was an 
interchange of groups of lay missionaries 
between Regions and Mission Units: 
lay missionaries from Ireland, Australia, 
Philippines and the United States were sent 
to the Philippines, Chile, Britain, Pakistan, 
Japan and Taiwan. This experience 
prompted the Society, in the spirit of 
collaboration and partnership, to establish 
the Columban Lay Mission Programme 
in 1990. The programme continued to 
develop over the years and in 2005 it 
became known as the Columban Lay 
Missionaries (CLM).

Pearls are considered to be the only 
gems born from a conscious nurturing 
process, as their origin is the result 
of a living being choosing to self-
nurture. Similar to a pearl, CLM was 
created through a nurturing process of 
partnership. The 1994 General Assembly 
document stated that partnership is the 
preferred way of being on mission today 
and the 2012 General Assembly document 
stated that partnership between ordained 
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A Call to  Lay Mission
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13 years in Taiwan and was 
appointed Coordinator of the Lay 
Missionary Central Leadership 
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and lay missionaries is our way of being on 
mission. We, Columban lay missionaries, 
continue to seek opportunities to 
strengthen partnership among ourselves, 
with the ordained, students, priest 
associates and co-workers.

I joined CLM in 2005 and was assigned
to the Taiwan Mission Unit for my fi rst
mission assignment. Through my 
experience in Taiwan I developed a deeper 
understanding of my vocation and God’s 
mission. The experience of collaboration 
and partnership inspired and encouraged 
me as a lay person. I understood the degree 
to which Columban mission had evolved 
when the new Mission Unit structures, 
approved by the General Council, allowed 
for the appointment of a lay missionary as 
Mission Unit Coordinator. In my seventh 
year on mission I was appointed as the fi rst 
lay missionary Mission Unit Coordinator in 
Taiwan.

I was profoundly grateful for the patience 
and support of the Columbans. With their 
guidance and trust I was able to thrive in my 
role. It was an affi rmation that through our 
baptism, all of us are called to be missionary 
disciples, to be sent by Jesus and to speak 
on his behalf, not on our own behalf.

The 2018 General Assembly 
recommended that, in order to enhance 
our model of partnership, the coordinator 
of the CLM Central Leadership Team 

be the Lay Mission (LM) delegate to the 
General Council. Since the current General 
Council started their term in offi ce, I 
have been joining their meetings and 
participating in Society discussions as 
part of my role as the LM delegate. This 
is a further affi rmation of how CLM has 
developed within the Society.

We give thanks to the Missionary Society 
of St Columban for the opportunity to work 
in partnership for God’s mission; for all the 
CLM leadership who tirelessly dedicate 
themselves to fi nd ways to develop CLM; 
for those LMs who paved the way; to 
our benefactors and supporters for their 
generosity and enthusiasm; and for those 
people among whom we live and serve, for 
their warm welcome and for allowing us to 
touch each other’s lives.

The past 30 years of Columban Lay 
Missionaries, and the COVID-19 pandemic, 
have shown how we have stood together, 
and in solidarity with the people to whom 
we have been called to serve on mission, 
particularly in testing times, and how we 
continue to be open to bright prospects 
for our future service in mission.

Pearls have long been considered a 
beacon of light for those who see the world 
through a spiritual lens. May the pearl be 
our inspiration as we continue to respond to 
our baptismal call and serve others for the 
life of the world. •
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