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T

he worldwide Covid-19 crisis has
thrown a harsh light on the ability
of the Catholic Church to provide
for the spiritual needs of its faithful
laity. Because of the civic ban on large
gatherings of people, including religious
gatherings, Catholic churches throughout
the world have been closed to public
worship, and the laity have been cut off
from live assistance at Mass temporarily.
This temporary exclusion can be
attributed to the effects of Covid-19, but
it will remain a reality for many of the
laity after the Covid-19 crisis, as it was
before. The real crisis for the Church is
not Covid-19 but the diminishing number
of priests in proportion to the surging
increase of the laity.
According to CARA (Georgetown
University) statistics, in 1970 worldwide
there was a total of 419,728 priests and
653.6 million laity. In 2017, there was a
total of 414,582 priests worldwide and 1.3
billion laity.
During the two centuries after Jesus
ascended to heaven the disciples
continued to meet for “the breaking of
bread” as the Lord had commanded,
but there was no uniform practice as to
who should preside at these gatherings.
It varied according to locality and
community. It is interesting to note that well
into the third century the word ‘priest’ was
not used in relation to any ofﬁcial person in
the Church. There were bishops, deacons
and elders, but no professional priests.
The Acts of the Apostles (13,1) tell us
that at Antioch there were teachers and
prophets. We know from the Didache that
in some localities prophets were the chosen
people to preside at the Mass. If there was
no prophet available, then the community
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could choose one from among themselves
and designate him as presider. In other
places only the bishop could preside at
Mass, though sometimes a bishop would
delegate an elder to take his place.
As time went on, the frequently
delegated elder became the main link
between the bishop and the people,
especially when anointing the sick and
reconciling sinners were added to his duty
of presiding at Mass. By the middle of the
3rd century, St Cyprian was applying priestly
terminology to these delegated elders,
and gradually they became recognised as
a new priestly class within the Church.
But the previous experience of the
Church has taught us something important,
that to preside at the Eucharist requires the
authorisation of the Church, and not some
special powers that no one else has. And
that brings us back to making the Eucharist
available to all the Church. The faithful
have a right to the Mass. Jesus left the
Eucharist to the whole Church, and not just
to a tiny elite.
I attended to mountain communities in
Chile who could have Mass only twice a
year because of the shortage of priests. Yet
there were faithful committed members of
those communities who could easily have
presided at a weekly Eucharist if they only
had Church authorisation.
Pope Francis is facing a Eucharistic crisis.
Covid-19 has thrown a powerful light on
that crisis. •
Fr John Marley
Fr John Marley was ordained in 1950. He served
on mission in the Philippines and Chile. He is
now retired in Bristol, Rhode Island in the US.
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Peru

Fr Ed O’Connell writes
about the communities
linked to the Warmi
Huasi project in Peru and
how they are providing
food for those worst
affected by the Covid-19
pandemic.

San Benito’s Ki
W

armi Huasi is a
small NGO I set
up with other
Columbans and three
professional women in 2003
to accompany families in
poverty and especially
children at risk. One of the
places where Warmi Huasi
works is San Benito,
a township in the
district of Carabayllo
in north Lima. The
people in San Benito
are among the 30%
of Peruvians living
in extreme poverty,
suffering many economic,
social and health problems.
The Warmi Huasi team
accompany and empower the
community there in their efforts to
resolve their problems. Over the
years, one of the main problems
faced by the women in San
Benito was that, while they
worked, their children
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were at risk. Warmi Huasi set up, with the
help of the community, four homework
clubs so that the children and adolescents
had a safe, supervised place to be in the
afternoons, where they could receive help
with their homework. Warmi Huasi also has
a reading club in their San Benito centre
and built a library and a reading club in the
local primary and secondary schools, so
every student would have the possibility of
reading during schooltime.
These and many more activities have
been under way for the past 15 years. In
San Benito the children and adolescents,
the community and the Warmi Huasi team,
were all looking forward to a full year of
life-giving activities during 2020. Then
sadly the Coronavirus arrived and all the
families in San Benito and elsewhere in
Peru went into lockdown on 16th March.
All the Warmi Huasi team worked from
home and were in virtual contact with
families, accompanying them by listening
to their family situations. We developed
protocols so we could take the books from
the reading clubs and distribute them to
the children to read at home. We got the
1918 - 2020
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tchens

Fr Ed O’Connell was born
in Somerset and ordained in
1973. He has been working
as a missionary priest in
Lima, Peru for 40 years. He is
parish priest of Our Lady of
the Missions, a parish of over
50,000 people, in the district
of San Martin de Porres in
north Lima. Fr Ed founded
Warmi Huasi (meaning
‘Women´s House’ in the
quechua language).

To support Fr. Ed O’Connell’s
work in Peru with the
community of San Benito,
please send a cheque payable
to ‘Columban Missionaries’ to
the Columban Mission Office,
St. Columban’s, Widney
Manor Road, Solihull B93 9AB,
telephone 01564 772 096
or donate online at
www.columbans.co.uk.
Please mention this article
when making your donation.

To make a comment on this article
go to:
facebook.com/fareastmagazine
@fareastmagazine
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The communal kitchen of San Benito. All images: Fr Ed O’Connell.

children to write their own stories and we
also gave out leaﬂets on the measures to be
taken to prevent the spread of Covid-19.
But in the wake of the pandemic, the
community is facing the prospect of
mass unemployment. 70% of the working
population work in the informal sector;
many jobs have been lost and others have
been slow to start up again. Many of the
mothers were working as street sellers,
cleaners or in domestic service, and even
as late as August, none of the San Benito
mothers had been able to return to work.
In the midst of the pandemic and
concern over the spread of the virus, some
of the women showed their resilience,
despite having no income to feed their
families. The mothers of children attending
three of the homework clubs got together
with their neighbours to start communal
kitchens. By pooling their resources, they
were able feed families and at the same
time cut down on costs.
In the communal kitchen of Sector 3 in
San Benito, they prepared 50 lunchtime
rations that catered for 18 families, with
an average of ﬁve members per family,

a total of 90 people being fed one meal
daily. A ration is often shared between two
people. The building where they prepare
this food was built by the local community
and a breakfast programme has been
functioning there for years. It receives
some supplies of oil and food stocks from
the local municipality of Carabayllo every
month. The mothers meet every afternoon
to plan the next day’s provisions. They take
it in turns to prepare and cook the food,
which is then collected by each family
around midday and consumed at home.
Los Cipreces is a small village of 65
families in a narrow gully to one side of the
main township of San Benito. A wooden
structure houses the community rooms. In
one of these rooms Warmi Huasi normally
holds a homework club in the afternoons.
During the lockdown the children were at
home and so the homework club did not
take place here. Instead the mothers got
together in the mornings and began to
prepare up to 35 lunchtime rations for 20
families, with an average of ﬁve members
per family, providing a total of 100 people
with one meal daily. The cooking utensils
and portable cooker were borrowed as
they had to start from scratch in early May.
The mothers of the Chapel homework
club, that normally meets in one of the
wooden huts in the mission compound,
also began to meet to organise their
communal kitchen, sometimes referred
to as a common pot. Soon they were
preparing on average 48 lunchtime rations
for 16 families, with an average of ﬁve
members per family; a total of 80 people
being fed one meal daily.
We have been trying to donate to each
of the communal kitchens roughly US$339
a month. I am concerned that the ration be
nutritious, especially for the children. I am
also hoping that Columban benefactors,
friends and family who have helped me
out in the past might be in a position to
provide some solidarity to these mothers
in their efforts to help families have a
nutritious plate of food every day. •

CHINA

01

First
Columbans in China
“D
The

One hundred years ago
the ﬁrst Columbans
arrived in China. Fr
Neil Collins recalls the
challenges they faced in
places like Hanyang – “a
city of no Catholics”.

02
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oesn’t this luggage belong to the
Irish missionaries to China?” asked
a dock worker in Liverpool. Fr
Edward Galvin claimed the bags. “Then
we’ll take no money from you, Father. Give
us your blessing and shake hands.” The
Columbans boarded the RMS Carmania
on 27 March 1920 bound for New York.
Priests from Liverpool, Birmingham,
Manchester and Leeds came to wish them
God-speed. The Carmania arrived in New
York on Good Friday.
Edward J. Galvin, a veteran missionary,
arrived in Dublin in late August 1916
hoping to found an Irish Mission to China.
He was joined by John Blowick, Professor
of Theology in St Patrick’s College,
Maynooth. They talked through the night
and Galvin persuaded Blowick to lead the
project.
The Irish bishops approved the proposal
on 10 October 1916. Edward J. McCarthy,
John Henaghan and James Conway joined
the group. Priests from every diocese in
Ireland preached about the mission. Pope
Benedict XV gave them his approval. In
December 1917 Galvin and Blowick leased

Dalgan Park, near Shrule, Co Mayo as
headquarters and a seminary.
Galvin went to New York in November
1917 with Matthew Dolan and founded a
base in Omaha. Their ﬁrst recruit, Michael
Mee from Co Monaghan, belonged to the
diocese of Alton, Illinois. Priests continued
to join in Ireland. The oldest, Cornelius
Tierney, had been “haunted by the
thought that he should volunteer for the
Chinese Mission”. When Lloyd
George decided to introduce
conscription in Ireland the
bishops advanced the
summer ordinations to 28
April 1918. Columbans
Alphonsus Ferguson, Joe
Mullen, John O’Donovan,
Alphonsus Kerr and
William O’Flynn were
ordained.
Thomas O’Dea,
Bishop of Galway,
erected the
Maynooth
Mission to
China
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as a Diocesan Society on 29 June 1918.
There were twenty-two members. On 17th
September 1918 Michael McHugh, Richard
Ranaghan, and Alphonsus Ferguson sailed
to the US to do promotion work.
Three students, John O'Brien, Art
McGuinness, and 24-year-old Thomas
Quinlan were ordained to the priesthood
in St Columban’s on 2 February 1920.
They were among the eleven who sailed
on the Carmania. On arrival most of the
Columbans scattered to American dioceses
to appeal for support for the mission.
Blowick, Galvin, and Owen MacPolin
went ahead to China. A group of Chinese
Catholics and an Irish Marist Brother, Faust
Digman, welcomed them to Shanghai on
16 June 1920. Ten days later they reached
Hankou. Franciscan Fr Covi offered them
the hospitality of the Franciscan friary. He
brought them across the Han River to the
city of Hanyang. “It is sadly,” he said, “a city
of no Catholics.”
The following day Dr Francis Kung, a
Catholic, told them of some Europeanstyle houses that were available. Blowick
rented them and cabled E.J. McCarthy in
the US to send the young priests.
Blowick left Hanyang with a very heavy
heart on the evening of 2 August 1920. In
the growing darkness he looked back at
the white-clad Galvin and MacPolin until he
could see them no longer. He was bound
for Australia, Rome, and Ireland.
Eleven members of the team arrived
on 21 August - Michael Mee and John
Dawson were delayed until the New Year.
The ﬁrst weeks were devoted to the study
of Chinese. “We are ding-dong at the
language” wrote Cornelius Tierney. “We
shall soon begin on Catechism, rather late
in life for some of us to be learning the
elements! But it must be memorised in
order to meet the Catechumens.”
In January, Galvin moved them out to

Letters written by Fr John Blowick en route to China and soon after arrival. One extract
is dated 24th May 1920 ahead of his departure for China while the second extract is
dated 26th June 1920, after his arrival in Han Kow. The cablegram is dated 2nd June 1920
announcing Fr Blowick’s safe arrival.

parishes. Tierney and William O’Flynn
went to Shinti, 130 miles from Hanyang.
Only 160 of its 50,000 people were
Catholic. It was an extremely demanding
life - ill health forced Arthur McGuinness
and Michael Mee to leave China in 1922.
Timothy Leonard and Cornelius Tierney
were killed by communist bandits. Others
were recalled to teach in seminaries.
Edward J. O’Doherty was elected to
the Superior General’s council, based
in Ireland. Owen MacPolin and Thomas
Quinlan were transferred to a new Mission
in Korea in 1933. Galvin Became Bishop
of Hanyang and Quinlan Bishop of
Chunchon. The Communist government
expelled Galvin in 1952 and Joseph
Crossan in the following year, the last of
the pioneers of 1920. •
Fr Neil Collins is the Missionary Society of St
Columban’s historian and the author of ‘A Mad
Thing to Do – A Century of Columban Mission
1916-2016’. He served on mission
in the Philippines.

01. The ﬁrst Columbans on their way to
China.
Front Row: Michael McHugh, Edward
J Galvin, John Blowick, John Dawson.
Second Row: Thomas Quinlan, Owen
MacPolin, Richard Ranaghan, Edward
J O’Doherty, John P. O’Brien, Cornelius
Tierney, Timothy Leonard, Matthew
Dolan.
Back row: Joseph Crossan, Alphonsus
Ferguson, Arthur McGuinness, William
O’Flynn, Michael Mee.
02. Fr Edward Galvin in Shanghai, 12
December 1915.
03. Fr John Blowick.
04. (LtoR) Frs Edward J Galvin, John
Blowick and Owen MacPolin in
Shanghai in 1920..
05. Dalgan Park, Shrule, Co Mayo.

To make a comment on this article
go to:
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Ireland

Sr Mary Greaney

Chaplaincy
to the Chinese
Diaspora

Columban missionary
Sr Mary Greaney has
been instrumental in
establishing a ﬂourishing
parish community for the
Chinese diaspora in the
Archdiocese of Dublin.
She explains how it all
came about.
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I

rish missionaries have a long history of
leaving our footprints in many countries
worldwide.
When I returned to Ireland some years
ago, I responded to the promptings of the
Spirit to reach out to the Chinese diaspora
in Dublin. I had worked as a missionary
with the Chinese in Hong Kong for over
40 years and so I was familiar with their
culture, language and customs.
Most of them were students, some were
restaurant workers, some casual workers,
as well as some illegal immigrants. In fact,
my ﬁrst call to mission at that time was an
invitation to visit and befriend the Chinese
illegal immigrants in Dublin’s Mountjoy
Prison. This was a very special mission, and
a much-needed ministry, which entailed
regular weekly visits.
At the time there were seven young
priests from China studying in the national
seminary in Maynooth, sponsored by
the Columban and Jesuit Fathers. These
priests used to celebrate a Mandarin
Chinese Mass twice a month in Myra
House on Francis Street in inner city

01

Dublin, with a small group of Chinese
lay people and a few Legion of Mary
members. For me, this was very symbolic.
Myra House was the home of the Legion
of Mary. It was here that the Legion was
founded in September 1921 by Frank Duff.
Frank Duff had a great love and
appreciation of China. The great Irish
Columban missionary, Fr Aedan McGrath
spread the Legion of Mary over the vast
country of China in the mid-twentieth
century. Many young Chinese legionaries
gave their lives for the Legion because
they refused to sign a document saying
the Legion was a ‘Subversive Organisation’.
So, when I attended the Chinese Mass, I
imagined Frank Duff smiling down on this
ﬂedgling Chinese community in gratitude
for an unexpected blessing for Myra
House and the Legion.
At this stage, my dream of setting up
an outreach to the Chinese community
became very real and I discussed it with
the Chinese group. They were very excited
and saw it as a great need and offered
to help me in whatever way they could. I
approached the Archdiocese of Dublin
for permission, support and approval. The
Vicar General, Mgr Lorcan O’Brien, was very
interested, supportive and willing to help
in any way he could. A plan of action was
approved by Archbishop Diarmuid Martin,
with the remit that I ﬁnd a Chinese chaplain
from among the group of Chinese priests
completing their studies in Maynooth.
Fr Anthony Xiao offered his services and
got the necessary permission from his
1918 - 2020
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bishop in China. He was sponsored by
the Archdiocese of Dublin, becoming
the ﬁrst Chinese chaplain to the Chinese
community in the city. Our ﬁrst base was
Corpus Christi Church, Drumcondra.
I became the liaison person between
the diocese and the Chinese community.
We set up a small team of Chinese and
Irish volunteers under Fr Anthony’s
leadership to help us get our project off
the ground, keeping Evangelization as the
main focus of our mission. At this time too,
Sr Lucia So, a Chinese Columban Sister
from Hong Kong, was assigned to Dublin
to help this young community. Fr Anthony,
Sr Lucia and Anita, a committed laywoman
from Hong Kong, but long-time resident of
Ireland, formed the ﬁrst Pastoral Council.
Their mandate, Evangelization, was high
in the agenda and was very evident in all
their outreach work.
The bimonthly Masses continued
in Corpus Christi church and soon the
community began to grow. A Catechumen
class was organised with an amazing
response. We had an average of twenty
young Chinese adults baptised annually
at the Easter Vigil Mass in Dublin’s Pro
Cathedral. Archbishop Martin was delighted
with this blessing of new life in the diocese.
It never ceased to amaze me how many
young Chinese adults were eager to join
our catechumen class. I asked one of them
why she was interested in becoming a
Catholic here in Ireland. She told me, “Sister,
we are free here to follow Jesus.”
After ﬁve years Fr Anthony Xiao was
recalled by his bishop to work in his home
diocese in China. He was replaced by Fr
Anthony Hau, a young Chinese priest who
was nearing completion of his English
language studies. However, Corpus Christi
had very limited back up resources for
meetings and social gatherings, which are
very important for the Chinese. We decided
to approach the diocese again to request a

more permanent place with more facilities a place which would be a home away from
home for our growing community.
The diocese graciously responded to
our request and arranged for us to move
our chaplaincy to St Andrew’s Church in
Westland Row. This offer was away beyond
my expectations. Apart from the lovely
Church in a very convenient city-centre
location, we also had lots of extra space for
spiritual and social gatherings as well as
comfortable accommodation for Fr Anthony.
Fr Anthony is a very hard working
and dedicated chaplain, consequently
our group has quite a number of young
children as we have had lots of marriages
in recent years. The community is settled
and stable and the catechumen classes
and faith-sharing continue as well as
aftercare of the newly-baptised. We have
a committed Chinese Pastoral Council
and a Chinese choir. So we are well
integrated into St Andrew’s Parish and the
Archdiocese of Dublin.
I will be eternally grateful to God for
this special mission to the Chinese here
in Ireland. It seems like my Columban
missionary call has come full circle and my
faith has been truly enriched through this
meaningful outreach to a great group of
people here in Dublin. •

Sr Mary Greaney is from
Galway. She worked in
Hong Kong as a nurse for 40
years. She also worked with
prisoners and was very active
in the Legion of Mary. Since
retiring to Ireland she has been
working with the Chinese
Community in Dublin as well
as visiting Chinese people in
prison.
01. Members of the Chinese
community in Dublin at the
Rite of Election in St Mary’s Pro
Cathedral, Dublin with Fr Damian
McNeice of the Archdiocese of
Dublin’s Liturgy Resource Centre.
Photo: John McElroy.

02. Archbishop Diarmuid Martin of
Dublin presides over the Rite of
Election with members of the
Chinese community at Dublin’s
Pro Cathedral. Photo: John McElroy.
03. Members of the Chinese
diaspora with Sr Mary Greaney.

To make a comment on this article
go to:
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@fareastmagazine
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Britain

Life of a Columban Baby
B

Fr John Boles writes
about some of the
events and coincidences
that led him to become
a Columban missionary.

02
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orn on St Columban’s Day, baptised
by a Columban, ordained by a
cousin and namesake – it seems I
was marked out from the start. Three days
after being born on 23rd November 1953 in
Stockport, Greater Manchester, deep in the
industrial heartland of northern England, I
was christened by Irish Columban Fr Austin
Sands, recently returned from the missions
in Burma (now Myanmar).
Thanks to my family I was soon imbued
with a joint sense of Catholicism and social
justice, and as such from an early age
looked for ways of “doing my bit” to make
the world a better place, though I never
had an inkling of being a priest.
Armed with a bachelor’s degree in
Geography and a Master’s in Urban
Design from Hull and
Manchester Universities
respectively, my
wonderful career
began on the
bottom rung of local
government town
planning, vetting
porch extensions and
new garages in
Wolverhampton.
However, I

01

retained a keen interest in developments
in the Third World and was especially
fascinated by the involvement of the
Catholic Church in campaigns on behalf of
the poor in Latin America during the heady
days following the Second Vatican Council.
One of my heroes was (now Saint) Oscar
Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador in El
Salvador. His assassination on 24th March
1980 was a turning point for me. That
was the moment I decided to go to Latin
America as a technical volunteer and join
in the process Romero had died for.
I applied to the British Volunteer
Programme, and after several false starts
ended up being sent to another Central
American nation in conﬂict, Nicaragua,
in 1983, with the task of helping set up
emergency re-location areas for peasant
communities displaced by ﬁghting during
the Contra War (1983-90).
For the ﬁrst time I saw committed
Catholics, both lay people and clergy,
working side by side to overcome poverty
and injustice, even at the risk of their lives.
I was particularly moved by the role of
foreign missionary priests and began to
feel that maybe this was the path along
which God was asking me to travel.
Finally, I consulted with one of these

1918 - 2020
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priests, an Irishman with whom I’d become
friendly. He encouraged me to try my
vocation as an ordained missionary. As I’d
no idea about societies or congregations,
I asked him if he could recommend
one, to which he replied, “John, the only
crowd as daft as you are the Columban
Fathers”. “Why daft”, I asked. “Because their
speciality is to work in areas where, due to
danger or poverty, the local Church can’t
or won’t work,” he explained. (It turned out
he’d originally been a Columban himself,
but that is another story.) He gave me
the name and address of a Columban in
Britain, one Fr Ed O’Connell.
There was just one little snag in all
this. During my time of voluntary service
I’d started going out with a very nice
Nicaraguan lady. Fortunately for me,
she was also a devout Catholic and very
understanding. She said she’d wait for
me for a year while I returned to Britain,
contacted the Columbans, had a taste of
their seminary and discerned between
them and her.
So, off I went, met Ed, visited the
Columban seminary in Ireland, liked what
I saw and sadly had to write ‘That Letter’
to my Nicaraguan friend. (She was half
expecting my decision anyway, and bore
me no ill-will. Later she married a local
chap. We are still in touch and she and her
husband are now enjoying retirement and
visits from their grown-up daughter. So the
story has a happy ending.)
I entered the Columbans in 1989 and
was ordained in 1996. Most of my training
was done in Ireland, with a year in the
US. While studying there, I visited the
Columbans in Boston, where one of them
remarked, “Hey John, one of the priests
in the diocese here has the same name as
you. Could there be a connection?” Now,
I knew that when my granddad emigrated
from Sligo to Manchester before the First
World War some of his brothers went
instead to Boston, and it was rumoured
that the offspring of one had become a
priest. Might it be him?
This Fr John Boles was chaplain
to Harvard University. I made an
appointment, went along to meet him
and, sure enough, it turned out that his
father had been my grandfather’s brother.
We were second cousins! Not only that.
Six months later, Fr John Boles was made
Bishop John Boles, Auxiliary Bishop of
1918 - 2020

Boston. I was invited to the episcopal
ordination, had a VIP seat in the front
pew, and after the ceremony cousin
John promised me that if I made it to
priesthood, he would go to Manchester
and ordain me. I did, and he did! “John
Boles Ordains John Boles”, read the
headline in the local newspaper that
weekend.
Due to my afﬁnity with Latin America,
after ordination I was appointed to the
Columban mission in Peru, where I have
been for the last quarter-century. For me,
it has been a dream come true. Working
with the poor in both a spiritual and a
humanitarian capacity. Mainly I’ve been
helping develop parishes from scratch
in the shanty towns of settlers recently
arrived from the countryside. Once the
parishes are self-sufﬁcient, we hand them
over to the local bishop and move once
more to a new frontier to repeat the
process. I also serve as chaplain to our
school for the special needs children of
poor families. Finally, I have returned to
the seminary, this time as formator, and
have had the pleasure of seeing half a
dozen candidates ordained as Columban
Missionary Priests.
Now I am looking at a new venture –
returning to Britain to work in our appeals
programme, publicising our work, raising
funds and maybe encouraging one or two
other young men to follow in the footsteps
of this “Columban Baby”. •
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Fr John Boles was ordained in
1996 and has worked in South
America for the last 25 years.

01. Ordination of Fr John Boles on
6th July 1996, with his cousin
and namesake Bishop John
Boles and Fr John’s mother.
On the far left of the photo
the then Superior General, Fr
Nick Murray, can be seen as
well as the Regional Director of
Britain at the time (and Fr John’s
present colleague in Peru) Fr Ed
O’Connell.
02. Fr John Boles on his trike playing
in the backstreets of Stockport,
Greater Manchester in 1957.
03. Sports day at primary school in
1963.

To make a comment on this article
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Fiji

Funerals
in

Fiji

01

The communal nature of funerals in Fiji reminds
Fr Pat Colgan of how funerals used to be in
Ireland. Here he writes about the burial of a
member of the parish community in Toge village.

F

rom time to time, priests in rural parts of Fiji
are asked to ofﬁciate at funerals, when the
catechist makes a special request, or when the
priest ﬁnds himself free to attend. This was the case
on a sunny Friday morning in July when I accepted
Catechist Epeli’s request to come to Toge village to
celebrate the resurrection Mass for Mr Elia Niulele, a
quiet, hardworking and very faithful member of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary parish community there.
While serving in Ba 16 years ago, I remember Elia as
a very steady, unassuming man, but more particularly
I remember his brother, Vakavuvuli (Catechist) Rafaele
of nearby Balevuto, who was the life and soul of every
party, and who sadly passed away ﬁve years ago.
It would have been improper for me as celebrant
to take too many photos, but I couldn't resist taking
some, particularly of the women cooking, and our long
walk to a grove of trees where we laid Elia to rest. I was
astounded by the colours and sounds.
I heard from my parents it used it to be like that in

02

03
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Ireland when all the community would
walk, dig and ﬁll the grave together. It
is certainly still the case in Fiji. While the
women are unrestrained in tears, it is
less common for Fijian men. So, when a
nephew of Elia, married and working in
Nadi, wailed and sobbed heartfeltly at
the graveside, I could hardly hold myself
back.
Fijian funerals are communal,
expensive, exhausting but ultimately
healing, and I found myself thanking God
- even while standing in the hot sun while
the grave digging proceeded - for the
privilege of standing with these people
in their hour of loss and their many
occasions of joy and festival.
At time of writing, Fiji has miraculously
avoided a single case of community
transmission of Covid-19. God forbid
it were ever to happen, given the very
dilapidated state of our medical system,
but also the communal nature of eating,
drinking, funerals and Mass-going here,
where plates, cups, chalices, bowls,
cigarettes etc are shared and handed
around freely. We have had ‘border
1918 - 2020
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cases’ of Fijians returning home bringing
the virus with them, but they have been
intercepted at the airport, which remains
largely closed.
It has decimated the tourism
industry (40% of GDP) and occasioned
tens of thousands of job losses, in a
country where there is no furloughing
or compensation, and where the
government has been depleting the
pension scheme as a form of short-term
aid.
May Elia, and indeed the many who
have passed in our world in these tragic
months, rest in peace. •

01. Members of the village community
in Toge dig and ﬁll the grave
together for the burial of Elia
Niulele. All pics by Fr Pat Colgan

Fr Pat Colgan, a native of Belfast, was ordained
a Columban in 1994 and spent 18 years in
Fiji before he was appointed to the Society’s
General Council in 2012. He has now returned
to mission in Fiji.

To make a comment on this article
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02. Digging and preparing the ground
for burial.
03. Two children wait to place their
ﬂoral tributes on top of the grave.
04. Women from the village chopping
and cooking for the communal
meal.
05. Placing the Fijian mats in the grave
to cover the cofﬁn.

facebook.com/fareastmagazine
@fareastmagazine
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Ireland
To mark the Feast day of St Columban – patron
of the Columbans - we publish an extract of Sr
Redempta Twomey’s 2015 talks for RTE Radio on this
inspirational Irish missionary who died in Bobbio in
615.

01

02
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Columban

I

n the Columban chapel in Dalgan, Co Meath there is a
little statue of our patron. A little bird perches on his left
shoulder, a dove perhaps, hinting at his name, Colum Ban,
white dove. But any man less dove-like would be hard to
ﬁnd. The centre of controversy in his own time, Columban, or
Columbanus as he is often called, was far more an eagle than
a dove.
Of course the most likely meaning is that the bird
represents the Holy Spirit, inspiring this very austere and
learned monk. And as if to conﬁrm this he holds a book in
his hand, undoubtedly the Sacred Scriptures. On the cover
is written, in gold on blue, what may have been his motto
and is in fact the motto of the Columban Sisters today:
‘Christi simus non nostri’- ‘Let us be Christ’s and not our own’.
November 23rd is his feastday.
Columban was born in the province of Leinster, in or
about the year 543 and died in Bobbio in the north of Italy
in 615. Centuries after his death this great missionary is
remembered not only here but even more so in Europe
where he preached the gospel and founded monasteries in
France, Austria, Switzerland and Italy.
He studied at the monastic school in Cleenish island in
Co Fermanagh before moving on to the great monastery in
Bangor on Belfast Lough. There he became a monk and later
was ordained a priest. Columban was a brilliant student and
despite – or maybe because of – the severity of the monastic
Rule, he honed his talents. As well as the scriptures, he studied
literature and grammar, wrote exquisite Latin and composed
poems. He has been called Ireland’s ﬁrst man of letters, and,
in the fullest sense of the word, Ireland’s ﬁrst European. Pope
Benedict XVI called him a father of Christian Europe.
His Abbott, Comgall, did not want him to leave the
monastery in Bangor but, in 591, Columban, with twelve
companions, including his friend, Gaul, set off into the
unknown. “It was my wish,” he wrote later, “to visit the pagan
peoples and to have the gospel preached to them by us.”
So, like Abraham, he set out without a map, without a plan,
with no back-up but with unshakable trust in God.
The little band crossed the sea in a small boat and
eventually settled in the beautiful Vosges mountains where
they built the famous monasteries of Annegray, Luxeuil and
Fontaine. The local Franks were drawn by the austere life
of the Irish monks who lived by the strict Rule of Bangor,
marked by hours of prayer and fasting. Columban drew
up his own Rule, equally severe, but it seemed to attract
rather than deter many young men to join his ﬂourishing
community. His vision inspired the founding of many
monasteries in Europe.
A signiﬁcant contribution he and his monks made was
the introduction of the Irish system of private confession.
1918 - 2020
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Although the penances seem harsh to us,
they were lenient in comparison to the
severe punishments that they replaced. They
opened people to the mercy of God, to his
forgiveness. Columban’s invitation, “Let Christ
paint his image in you,” was heard by those
who hungered for this compassion. Through
him many were healed and found peace in
their lives.
One could hardly be steeped in the
psalms as Columban and his monks were,
without experiencing over and again with
radical amazement the beauty of creation. To
paraphrase Ps 8, “When I look at the heavens,
the work of your hands, the moon and the
stars that you have made… the beasts, birds
of the air…ﬁsh of the sea – how great you are!”
Columban, mystic, monk and missionary
was attuned to these harmonies. “If you wish
to know the Creator, understand creation,”
he said in one of his sermons. He spent long
periods in fasting and contemplation in
secluded places near his monasteries. “Let us
turn to him,” he urged, “since the Triune God
is present in each one of us.”
His deep respect for the Papacy did not
prevent him from disputing the question

of the date of Easter where the Celtic and
Roman practice differed. Nor was he slow
in urging the Pope to be vigilant and take
action against the Arian heresy of his time.
His confrontation with the local bishops,
whom he castigated for the laxity of clergy
and laity, along with his fearless denunciation
of the king and his court, alienated many
of his listeners. Columban preached the
gospel without compromise, urging people
to examine their lives and be converted. For
some, it was just too much.
After over 20 years of strenuous
missionary work in Burgundy a brokenhearted Columban and his Irish monks were
expelled from Luxeuil. They were taken to
Nantes but a storm prevented their sailing
to Ireland. The monks made their escape
up the Rhine to Bergenz on Lake Constance
and then this elderly but dynamic missionary
walked over the Alps to Milan before ﬁnally
reaching Bobbio where he made his last
foundation. “Since we are merely travellers
and pilgrims in this world, let’s think about
the end of the road, because at the end of
the road is our home.” His body lies in the
crypt of the monastery. •

Columban missionary Sr
Redempta Twomey was
Assistant Editor of the Far East
magazine from 1977 to 2020.
Prior to that she served on
mission in Hong Kong. On 27
February 2020 she returned
to God.

01. Statue of St Columban in Dalgan
Chapel, Co Meath.
Pic: Columban Mission Images.

02. The stone arch bridge over the
Trebbia river, Bobbio.
Pic: Columban Mission Images.

03. The 11th century Cathedral of
Bobbio, Italy.
Pic: Columban Mission Images.
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Jubilees

2020

70

Platinum
Sr Annemarie
Mulqueeney

YEARS

Fr John
Marley

Kilﬁnora, Co Clare

USA, Peru, Ireland

Fr Anthony
Mortell

Fr Charles
Meagher

Diamond
Fr Cornelius
Murphy

Fr Terry
Bennett

Omagh, Co Tyrone
Belfast

Philippines,
Ireland, Chile, USA

Philippines, Ireland

60
YEARS

Fr Donal
Bennett

Fr Francis
O’Kelly

Fr Dan
Ahern

Mallow, Co Cork

Korea, USA, Ireland

Fr Gerard
O’Shaughnessy

Cork City

Peru, Chile, USA

Waterside, Derry

Killarney, Co Kerry

Omagh, Co Tyrone

Philippines, GB,
Ireland

Fr John
Colgan

Aherla, Co Cork

Moyvane, Co Kerry

Korea, Ireland

Fiji, Philippines,
Ireland

Fr Michael
Molloy

Fr Myles
Roban

Omagh, Co Tyrone

Chile, Burma,
Ireland

Castlebar, Co Mayo

Japan, China,
USA, Ireland
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Fr Michael
O’Loughlin

Ennis, Co Clare

Korea, USA, Ireland

Philippines, Ireland

Philippines, Ireland

Enniscorthy,
Co Wexford

Korea, Ireland

Fr William
Byrne

Ballyhaunis, Co Mayo

Japan, Ireland

Diamond
Jubilee Sisters

Sr Breda
Noonan

60
YEARS

Sr Margaret
O’Brien

Sr Ellen
Keating

Castletroy, Co Limerick

Tallow, Co Waterford

Charleville, Co Cork

Philippines,
England, Ireland

Hong Kong,
England, Ireland

Korea, Scotland,
Ireland

Sr Mary
Duane

Sr Mary
McHugh

Ballinakill, Co Galway

Tuam, Co Galway

Philippines, Hong Kong,
England, Ireland

Korea, Ireland

Sr Mary
Mortell

Mallow, Co Cork

Hong Kong,
England, Ireland

Silver

25
YEARS

Fr Pat
Cunningham
Fr Tim
Mulroy

Fr Tony
Coney

Swinford, Co Mayo

Belfast

Japan, USA,
Hong Kong

Brazil, Peru

Moate, Co Westmeath

Korea
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Korea

A Committed

Pastor

Fr Liam O’Keeffe
writes about a special
commemoration for
Columban martyr Fr
Anthony Collier in the
Korean city of Chunchon.

02

18

T

he 70th anniversary of the
martyrdom of Fr Anthony Collier
(1913-1950) was celebrated in a
special ceremony in Chunchon on 27th
June last. The 70th anniversary of the
founding of Soyangro parish, where
Fr Tony was the ﬁrst pastor, was also
celebrated. His life is depicted in various
tableaux in the parish grounds.
Bishop Luke Kim was chief celebrant
of the Mass attended by the priests of the
deanery and a full capacity congregation.
Fr Thomas Nam, vice director of the
Korean region, and I represented
the Columbans. Also present was
Susanna the younger sister of Fr
Tony`s catechist Gabriel Kim.
She was a teenager at the
time of the Fr Tony`s death.
In a short address, I
recalled the consternation
and turmoil caused by the
outbreak of the Korean
war on 25 June 1950. In
the initial shock, Fr Tony
made the crucial decision
to remain at his post. His
decision was quickly put to
the test because only three
days later he was arrested
by soldiers of the North Korean
Army on the street along with his
catechist Gabriel Kim, interrogated
and executed on the spot.
Gabriel survived the
attack.

03

I pointed out that Fr Tony could easily
have left the city but chose to remain. It
was no death wish on his part but rather
the decision of a committed pastor. The
challenging words of the gospels: “Behold
I send you out like sheep in the midst of
wolves” (Mt 10.16) or “A good shepherd
lays down his life for the sheep” (Jn 10:11)
were doubtless the inspiration for his
noble stand.
I concluded by saying that as a
Columban and an Irishman it was a great
honour to be present at the celebrations.
Fr Tony`s martyrdom was a source of pride
and honour among Columbans everywhere.
His martyrdom had inspired the Catholic
community of the diocese and his
Columban confreres around the world. •
Fr Liam O’Keeffe is from Kilmurry Ibrickane,
County Clare. He was ordained in 1967. In
Korea, he works with Filipino migrant workers.
01. (L to R) Columban missionaries Fr Liam O’Keeffe and
Fr Thomas Nam, Pastor of Soyangro, Susanna Kim,
younger sister of Fr Tony Collier`s catechist Gabriel Kim,
and Fr Julio Kim, vice director of the Columban region.
02. Fr Anthony Collier
03. (L to R) Columban Fr Thomas Nam, Pastor of Soyangro,
Bishop Luke Kim of Chunchon, Susanna Kim, younger
sister of Fr Tony Collier`s catechist Gabriel Kim, and
Fr Liam O’Keeffe.
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REFLECTION

A

“

This month is a
precious gift - a time of
Grace. It’s an opportunity
to turn from passing things
and to open our hearts as
we remember that the only
thing we are sure of is that
we will die.”

t the waning of the year November comes dark and
sombre. The days shorten and the nights grow long.
All the abundance and richness of Autumn are stored
in our barns. The ﬁelds lie bare and the trees stand skeletal
and gaunt against a bleak sky. The wintry rain spills down
and at times ﬂoods the earth. The days grow colder, and the
hills are wrapped in a lonely hue. With the falling leaves we
remember the Holy Souls - those who toiled amongst us and
whom we reluctantly let go, wondering how we would endure
without them. We realise too that in the not too distant future
we too will be remembered in the same way.
In today’s world we don’t feel comfortable thinking or
talking about our own death. We try not to articulate the
word ‘death’ at all. When someone dies we say she or he has
‘passed away’. And for a moment we may wonder where she
or he has gone. But we know in our hearts that our loved one
has died. For her or him life has changed and is not taken
away. The physical body has completed its purpose on earth.
The spiritual soul has gone to an Eternal resting place “which
eye hasn’t seen nor ear heard nor has it entered into the mind
to understand what God has in store for the one who believes
in Him.”
How engrossed we can become at times with reading
articles and advertisements on TV which lure us into thinking
that we can look and feel younger! How many lotions do we
buy in the vain hope of thinking our wrinkles will smooth out
or a facelift will enhance our craggy facial expression? We are
encouraged to nourish our bodies and overcome our ageing
process. The intention is to pretend that we will live longer.
But November cries ‘STOP’. This month is a precious gift - a
time of Grace. It’s an opportunity to turn from passing things
and to open our hearts as we remember that the only thing we
are sure of is that we will die. It is a sombre thought and for
some it may be frightening. But there is no need to fear. We
will return to our Loving Father who has taken care of us all
through our lives.
How radical is the Way of Jesus! He showed us that the way
to God is to embrace our humanity with all its fragility and
vulnerability. November is a very sacred month. It brings us
an abundance of spiritual energies and meaning. It reminds
us not to fear the winter season as spring will soon follow. It
helps us to cast away our blindness and doubt. On the Cross
Jesus said to the man dying beside Him, “This day you are
with me in Paradise.”
“This is My gift to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or
afraid.” So, in peace let us await our death and Resurrection. •
Sr Abbie O’Sullivan
www.shutterstock.com
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OBITUARIES

REST IN
PEACE

Fr Peadar O’Loughlin

Fr James Francis Gavigan

Fr Peadar O’Loughlin was born on 1 March
1944 in Loughville, Ennis. He received his
early education in the Convent of Mercy and
Christian Brothers in Ennis. When he ﬁnished
school he worked for several years as Ofﬁce
Manager with McInerney Housing Ltd before
joining the Columbans in Dalgan in 1970.
Peadar was ordained in Ennis on 5 April 1975
by Bishop Michael Harty of Killaloe. He was
originally appointed to Korea, to follow in the
footsteps of his brother Michael, but because
both of his parents were old and inﬁrm he was
temporarily assigned to Ireland. From April
1976 to July 1980 he worked in Ballywilliam
parish in Killaloe diocese and as director of
religious education for the deanery of Nenagh.
Peadar was assigned to Peru in 1981 and after
language studies in Barranco he ministered
in San Martin de Pores Parish and acted as
the director of Youth Ministry in the Northern
Zone until 1985. Due to recurring bouts of
hepatitis he was forced to return to Ireland in
1985 and was assigned to the Irish Region for
four years and accepted the role of coordinator
with the Mission Education/Promotion team
in Ireland. He worked in Handsworth parish
in the Archdiocese of Birmingham during
1994 and became the contact person with
the Apostolic Work group when he returned
to Ireland. This group had always been very
supportive of our missionaries and now they
provided help for the development of our
Lay Mission programme. Peadar became
National Chaplain to the Apostolic Workers
in this period and as he travelled the country,
visited the families and friends of Columbans
and helped to strengthen the bonds that have
lasted ever since. In recent years, despite ill
health, he made himself available to help in
parishes throughout the diocese of Killaloe and
conducted several prayer groups in the Ennis
area. He moved to the Columban Nursing
home when diagnosed with pancreatic cancer
and died there on 6th June 2020.

Fr James Francis Gavigan
James (‘Jimmy’) Gavigan was born in
Ballyshannon, Co Donegal on 9 April 1927.
He was educated at the Convent of Mercy
and De la Salle Brothers Schools, and at St
Eunan’s College, Letterkenny. He came to St
Columban’s, Navan in September 1944 and
was ordained priest on 21 December 1950. He
was a member of the ﬁrst group of Columbans
assigned to Fiji in 1951 and, apart from his
vacations and updating courses, he spent the
next 58 years there. His ﬁrst seven-year term
was spent in Wairiki, Taveuni, Nabala and
Xavier College, Ba. In 1970 he spent a year
concentrating on catechetics at Mt Oliver,
Dundalk. On his return he established the
Navesi Catechetical Centre, where he spent
the following eight years: it is still running. In
later years he spent long periods in Lautoka,
in Tamavua and as chaplain to Corpus Christi
Training College. He returned to Dalgan in
April 2009. He had a ﬁne grasp of the Fijian
language and culture and a great love for
the people. He had a detailed knowledge of
his parishioners and an understanding of the
sometimes complicated family relationships. A
generous person, he assisted many students
to get through school and college. A highly
skilled teacher and pastor, he was also a
careful builder, and he contributed greatly to
the building up of the church in Fiji. He will be
sorely missed by many throughout Fiji.
Over the past ten years Jimmy was an integral
part of the Dalgan community, interested
in everything that was happening, regular
as clockwork in his daily walks around the
grounds and in his participation in all prayers.
He was reluctant to be assigned to the Nursing
Home until it became absolutely necessary
late last year. He remained remarkably bright,
cheerful and attentive - he lived life to the full,
right to the end. He died on 23 June 2020 in
the Dalgan Nursing Home.
May they rest in peace.
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Bible story

Guests

for a

O

Feast

Illustration by Val Biro from One Hundred Bible Stories for Children.
Published by Award Publications Ltd.

ne of the guests listening to Jesus remarked
how wonderful it would be to be invited to a
feast in the kingdom of God!
Jesus then told him a story: “There was once a
rich man who arranged a ﬁne banquet for his friends
and sent out a great many invitations. On the day of
the feast he sent his servant to tell the guests that
everything was ready and that they should come at
once. However, one by one they all started to make
excuses.
“’I’ve just bought a ﬁeld,’ said one. ‘I have to go and
inspect it.’
“’I’ve just bought ﬁve yoke of oxen,’ said another. ‘I
must go and examine them.’
“’I’ve just got married,’ said another, ‘and I can’t leave
my new wife on her own.’
“The servant went back to his master and told him
everything they had said. The rich man was furious. ‘Go
out quickly into the town,’ he told the servant. ‘Search
all the streets and alleys and bring back all the poor and
homeless to my feast.’
“The servant hurried away and did as he was told.
‘Sir,’ he told his master, ‘I have done as you asked, but
there is still room for more.’
“In that case,’ said the master, ‘go out into the country
lanes and invite all the beggars you can ﬁnd. I want my
house ﬁlled with guests! None of the other people I

Bible Quiz

invited to eat with me chose to come, so these others
can enjoy themselves instead.’”
In this parable, the feast represents the kingdom of
God. God sent out his prophets to his chosen people,
telling them of his kingdom that was to come. Now
Jesus invited them into the kingdom, but many of the
Jews refused to listen or believe him. So God will offer
his kingdom to others. •
Read also: Luke 14: 15-24
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1

In I Corinthians ch.16, Paul wrote that he intended to
stay in what city until Pentecost?

2

In Acts ch.28, at which port in Sicily did the ship on
which Paul was sailing put in for three days?

3

In Luke ch.2, from where to where did Mary and
Joseph have to travel to record their names in the
census?

4

According to Acts ch.27, in what sea was Paul
shipwrecked?

5

In Mark ch.8, Jesus went by boat to the region of
Dalmanutha - true or false?

6

In Colossians ch.4, who travelled from Rome with
Tychicus?
THREE
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Pudsy's Diry - find the 10 spelling mistakes

At school we hafta be wearing masks and
visor things as well as keeping distance so
imagine if these little fellas from Mars came
wud’nt they be aful confused and think they
were still at home. But I dunno if they have
schools up there and people like Ms Flinn
saying keep distance and no bumping each
other. But our pal Federico, from that nice
place with all the islands and coconuts said
that out there all the buses and lorries have
big notices “distancia amigo” to make sure
nobody crashes into them. And I’m thinking

what a brill thing if we have that on our backs
and we could be saying howdy amigo-just
like real cowboys. And that’s when Ms Flinn
said attenshun all those who are gone off
to space please come back to earth-some
important news-no party or fun or games this
Hallow’een becos u know why-that’s the law.
And we all said oh Miss please but she said
sorry rules are rules. So I dunno with these
regulations we might as well be going around
looking like ghosts... and I’m wundering if even
ghosts hafta wear masks too...

HA! HA!
1. What did the father tomato say to the baby
tomato while out for a walk?
2. Why shouldn’t you tell secrets in a cornﬁeld?
3. Why did the tomato blush?
4. What school subject is the fruitiest?
5. What is a vampire’s favourite fruit?
6. What is a plumber’s favourite vegetable?
1. Ketchup!
2. Too many ears.
3. Because it saw the salad dressing.
4. History because it is full of dates!
5. A neck-tarine!
6. A leek.
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Rewrite the story and send to Pudsy's Diry,
St Columban's, Widney Manor Rd, Solihull,
West Midlands B93 9AB, before 30th November 2020.
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Playful Pine
Martens
rdle

By Elizabeth McA

D

insects, small rodents, bird’s eggs, frogs and
squirrels.
Baby pine martens are known as kits and they begin
life blind and deaf. For the ﬁrst six weeks they stay safe
and snug in their den and mother pine marten looks
after them. By six weeks they brave the outside world
and by three to four months they can hunt and kill their
own prey. How quickly they grow up. There is not much
time for playing or hanging around for life is a serious
business of survival for the pine marten.
Pine martens are a good news story as their
numbers are on the rise having been brought back
from the brink of extinction primarily because of
the fur trade and the loss of their woodland habitat.
We must continue to help them to grow and thrive
because without them, God's tapestry of life would be
incomplete.

www.shutterstock.com

eep within the forest and far away from you and
me there lives a very elusive and shy animal. The
pine marten, which is rarely seen during daylight
hours has a long body with rich brown fur, black paws
and a large creamy patch on its chin and throat. These
beautiful creatures are one of the last truly wild animals
we have left in this part of world. They arrived on our
shores around 10,000 years ago, straight after the last
ice age, at the same time or maybe even before we
humans did.
Pine martens are extremely agile and excellent
climbers and their long bushy tail helps them to
balance during their tree top adventures. Their
adventures in the treetops are many because they
are also called ‘tree cats' and in Irish ‘cat crainn'. Their
semi retractable claws enable them to run at great
speed along the branches and they can easily jump
from branch to branch when pursuing prey. However,
despite all this acrobatic talent they usually hunt on
the ground and their diet includes fruit, fungi, berries,
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WIN A VOUCHER WORTH £15/£10!

Colour the drawing and send it with your name and address
to: COLPAINT, St Columban's, Widney Manor Rd, Solihull,
West Midlands, B93 9AB, before 30th November 2020.
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Schools Media

Competition
We are looking for students (aged 14-18
inclusive) to submit an original piece of writing
or an original image on the theme:

‘Let’s Create a World
Without Racism’

The winning entries will be published in the Far East
magazine and online on Columban websites in Ireland
and Britain and shared on Columban social media.
This is a chance to engage with an issue that
addresses equality, justice, inclusion and also draws
on faith and personal experience.
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PRINT PRIZES

IMAGE PRIZES

2 £ 150 3 £ 100

2 £ 150 3 £ 100
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The competition is being launched
on Monday 5th October 2020

We cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to
racism and exclusion in any form and yet
claim to defend the sacredness of every
human life.” POPE FRANCIS, June 2020

Deadline for
entries:
th

SATURDAY 20 February 2021
For more information on entry guidelines see:

www.columbancompetition.com

or email hello@columbancompetition.com

Subanen Christmas Cards
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Connecting the nativity story with the story of the Subanen people in the Philippines
The Subanens face eviction from their homes by logging and mining companies. With assistance from the Columbans,
they use their traditional crafting skills to make jewellery, mandalas, children’s books and cards to sell. The income
generated provides food, education, housing and healthcare for their families.
Why not support the indigenous Subanen people of the Philippines by buying their traditionally crafted cards?

£5 *

FOR
5 CARD
S
+
Postag
e

To place your order contact: Marie in the Mission Ofﬁce • Tel: 01564 772 096 or Email: ofﬁce@columbans.co.uk
Or write to: Subanen Christmas Cards, Columban Missionaries, Widney Manor Road, Solihull B93 9AB.

* Subanen Christmas cards are sold in packs of ﬁve, with envelopes. They cost £5 per pack (£6 including postage). Cheques payable to Columban Missionaries.

