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Fr Bobby Gilmore looks at the contribution of 
immigrant frontline workers during the Covid-19 
crisis and highlights the double standards in 
people’s hostility to migrants. 

                                  Philippines     

01

Death 
Away

from Home

A A full-page report in The Guardian last April of the 
deaths of 29 Filipino immigrants from Covid-19, 
most of whom were working in Britain’s health 

care system, was shocking and sad. It highlighted how 
health care systems depend on migrant labour not just in 
Britain and Ireland but across Europe at a time of hostility 
to the presence of migrants and immigrants. 

It reminds me of a discussion I had with a class of 
secondary school students on the subject of migration. 
In a generally anti-immigrant atmosphere, fed by tabloid 
sensationalism, they were opposed or indifferent to the 
presence of immigrants and migrants from European 
Union member states. I put two questions to them. 

One, how many of you crossed borders last year 
to holiday in another country? Many hands went up. I 
then asked if they had sought permission from those 
countries to have their holidays there? They responded 
in amazement with a why should they have to do that, 
implying some kind of inalienable right to walk across the 
border of another country without being invited. 

I then asked the class if there were some among them 
who planned a career in the caring professions of nursing, 
care for the ill, elderly and disabled. No hands went up. 
Next question; how many had grandparents being cared 
for in nursing and retirement homes? Many hands went 
up. I asked; who are taking care of your elderly and ill 
relatives? They responded; Filipinos. So how do we care 
for your grandparents, the ill and disabled? Do we send 
granny to Manila or Accra or invite Filipinos and Africans 
to Ireland to care for granny and grandad? They all agreed 
that granny and grandad should be cared for in Ireland. I 
then asked; who are the carers if none of you plan to be in 
the caring profession? Silence.

During the Covid-19 pandemic a number of media 
headlines in Britain and Ireland focused on the shortage 
of labour in the agricultural sector to harvest food and 
replant for the next crop. Agribusiness was told, in the 
lead up to Brexit, to recruit workers from indigenous 
populations that were unemployed. But there were 

few takers. So the sector decided to seek workers from 
European Union member states, as the Covid-19 crisis led 
to restrictions of movement. 

Ireland is experiencing in reverse the plight of many of 
its past generations who were seasonal workers, welcome 
when needed in the Fens and Scotland, disposable 
when not; living and dying in inhospitable conditions. 
Such was the situation of millions of migrant workers 
around the world at the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Governments announced shut-downs seemingly not 
realising that large sections of their work forces were 
migrants without wages, lodgings, food, healthcare, 
shelter and no transport to make their way home. Worse 
still, in a time of pandemic, affl uent states having closed 
their borders to outsiders, deported undocumented 
immigrants back to their home countries, indifferent to 
possible further spread of the virus. Why has the world 
lost its compassion, human respect and generosity? Is 
Covid-19 telling us something about ourselves that is 
uncomfortable? I hope so. •
Fr Bobby Gilmore was ordained in 1963 and assigned to the 
Philippines from 1964-78. From 1978-92, he was Director of the 
Irish Emigrant Chaplaincy in Britain. He ministered in Jamaica 
from 1992-99. In 1999, he returned to Ireland and established 
the Migrant Rights Centre Ireland. 

01. Columban missionary Fr Andrei Paz (second from left) with a group 
of friends who prepared and distributed bags of groceries to the less 
well off in Bangar and Sudipen, in the province of La Union, Philippines 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Give us a spirit of compassion so that we may understand 
the suffering of these people who have to leave behind their 
homelands and families in search of a better future.

PRAYER AGAINST INDIFFERENCE
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                  REFLECTION    
M

aletsunyane Falls in Lesotho Africa. Im
age: Shutterstock. 

Do you ever wonder at how Mother Nature has so many 
unbelievable surprises for you day after day? She decorates 
the world each day in different apparel. Our eyes can feast 

on multifarious colours and shades. We are gifted with the wonders 
of change, with the gentleness of the breeze and the strength of the 
storm. We can stand in awe at the multitudinous grasses and fl owers. 
We can listen to the murmuring of babbling streams and the music 
of tumbling waterfalls. We can hear the singing of the birds and the 
scuttling of little animals. It is all free. We only have to look and listen.  

The Book of Genesis tells us that: In the beginning God created 
Heaven and Earth. The earth was a formless void. There was darkness 
over the deep. For six days God moulded and fashioned His creation 
and He saw that it was very good. There was endless potential for all 
the evolutionary developments that would follow. God was full of 
joy because it was suffi cient to sustain all kinds of life. He admired 
the Universe and found there was nothing lacking. Then He handed 
it over to human beings to till it and care for it. God wanted His 
delightful world to be always beautiful and life-giving. He never 
intended His most precious Universe to be destroyed by war, greed, 
exploitation, destruction or abuse. Human beings were given free 
will and the responsibility to make this world a better place.

If we draw insight from our own ancient beliefs and draw 
inspiration from our spiritual heritage, and if we refl ect on our Celtic 
thought and imagination, we see that for the Celts being in the 
contemplative presence of Nature was being in the presence of the 
Divine. Time spent in contemplation was time well spent.

Now we live in times of constant activity and excitement. We are 
stressed out by the sheer effort of being alive and trying to do things 
with speed and effi ciency. Where has our free time gone? Can we 
afford to have it anymore? We need instant gratifi cation but it doesn’t 
last long. Often we feel empty and lonely in our ever-rushing world 
and are tempted to wonder, “Is it worth living at all?” 

In his book ‘Eternal Echoes’ John O’Donoghue tells us that. “Ideally 
a human life should be a constant pilgrimage of discovery.” Discovery 
enlarges our sensibility and Nature opens itself up to us and offers 
us untold mysteries. Are we capable of accepting her offerings? Can 
we be silent enough to hear her whispering to us? Mother Nature is 
constantly renewing herself and she will never disappoint us. •
             Sr Abbie O’Sullivan  

“God  wanted
His delightful

world to be always 
beautiful and
life-giving.”
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Fr Michael Sinnott 
Michael (‘Mal’) was born in Clonard, Wexford 
on 17 December 1929 and educated in the 
CBS and in St Peter’s, Wexford. He joined the 
Columbans in 1948. Following his ordination 
in December 1954 he fi nished postgraduate 
studies in Rome before he was appointed 
to the Philippines in 1957. Michael’s fi rst 
term in the Philippines was spent in Iligan, in 
Mindanao, before he was appointed to
the seminary staff in Ireland. He became 
Seminary Rector in 1967. He remained on 
the staff until 1976 when he returned to the 
Philippines. For the next ten years he worked 
in the Pagadian area where he gained the 
reputation as a fearless defender of people’s 
rights. He was vocal in his criticism of military 
abuses and local corruption. He brought the 
same energy to his four-year term as Vice 
Director of the Philippines Region. When 
he had completed his term, rather than 
returning to parish ministry, he began the 
Hangop Kabataan (The Children’s Shelter) 
foundation for children with special needs in 
1998. He worked away quietly for years until 
the spotlight was focused on him by events 
beyond his control. One of these was when he 
had to undergo a quadruple by-pass operation 
and his blood type was not available anywhere. 
Another was his kidnapping by an Islamist 
group in October 2009 when he was held for 
thirty-one days before being released. He was 
glad of a few months at home after that ordeal, 
but he had no intention of staying in Ireland 
and returned again to the Philippines. He 
fi nally returned to Ireland in 2012. Michael was 
taken ill on 23 November 2019, the feast of St 
Columban. We have been blessed to have him 
as a friend and companion.

Sr Marie Galvin 
Nora Marie Bridget Galvin was born on 
22 February 1934 in Bandon, Co Cork. 
Marie trained as a National School Teacher 
in Mary Immaculate Training College in 
Limerick and taught for three years before 
answering the call to become a Columban 
Sister. She entered the Columban Sisters in 
Magheramore on 3 October 1957 and made 
her First Profession on 26 April 1960. Her 
fi rst mission was to Westminster, California 
where she taught from 1960 to 1968. She was 
Principal of Our Lady of Guadalupe School 
from 1968 to 1976. In 1976 Marie became 
Regional Superior and moved to Chicago. 
She became acquainted with various areas of 
the US and she also found a real inspiration 
in Peru. In 1981 Marie was elected General 

Councillor and moved to Magheramore in 
Ireland. She was elected Congregational 
Leader in 1987 and held that post until 1993. 
In 1994 Marie achieved her greatest desire - 
to be missioned to the East. She was assigned 
to Pakistan. The appallingly high rate of 
illiteracy in Pakistan posed a real challenge. 
She was invited to become a member of the 
Catholic Board of Education at Diocesan 
level. She gave workshops to the women 
in the villages and helped them to train as 
teachers. In 2018 Marie's health began to fail 
and she had to leave Pakistan for medical 
treatment in Ireland. Her illness worsened 
but she had a great desire to live. On 17 
January 2020 Marie went peacefully to her 
Lord whom she had faithfully served all her 
life. She was always happy and her happiness 
radiated out to everyone she met. 

Fr Joseph Flanagan
Joe was born in Ballinasloe, Co Galway on 25 
April 1936. He attended the Convent school 
and St Grellan’s in Ballinasloe and then went 
to St Joseph’s, Garbally for secondary level. 
He joined the Columbans in Dalgan in 1955 
and was ordained there in 1961. Assigned to 
Korea in 1962, he was appointed to Kwangju 
Diocese. He got to know places like Cheju, 
Mokpo and Noan before returning to Seoul 
for further studies and an appointment to 
Donamdong parish in 1965. He served in 
Hallim and Wangsibri, Seoul and then worked 
for a year on Mission Promotion in Britain 
in 1974. He returned to Mokpo but later 
accepted the task of developing a new parish 
Machondong on the outskirts of Seoul. Those 
fi rst twenty years in Korea, from the early 1960s 
and into the 1980s, were the best and worst 
of times. It was a period of unprecedented 
economic growth and of political oppression 
that deepened as prosperity spread. After 
a home vacation in 1983, Joe become the 
Regional Bursar in Seoul for three years before 
taking on the parish of Changhowon in Suwon 
diocese. He carried the Olympic torch through 
the town on its way to the 1988 Games in 
Seoul. He was made Bursar in Britain in 1990, 
a job he served in until 2012. Even when he 
returned to Ireland, he continued to act as 
assistant Bursar in Dalgan until failing health 
forced him into retirement. Joe was a gentle 
and unassuming missionary whose manner 
people found attractive and it made him 
their friend for life. He died in the Columban 
Nursing Home on 13 February 2020.

May they rest in peace.

RESTIN
PEACE

Fr Michael Sinnott

Sr Marie Galvin

Fr Joseph Flanagan
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                                  Bible story                    

Bible Quiz No 84 Winners: John Tracey, Bellshill, Lanarkshire.
Robin Michael Tinsley, Fleet, Hampshire. Eleanor Cooley, Sutton, Surrey. 

£15 vouchers for the fi rst three correct entries received! 
Consult your Bible, answer the questions above and send your 
entry to: Bible Quiz Nº 86, St Columban's, Widney Manor Rd, 
Solihull, West Midlands, B93 9AB, before 31st August 2020.

1 In Matthew ch.28, which two women were the fi rst to 
see Jesus alive again?

2 True or false?  In Mt. ch.26, as Jesus was being 
arrested, a disciple seized his sword and cut off the 
high priest’s servant’s thumb and Jesus healed it.

3 In John ch.19, Pilate’s notice on the cross, ‘Jesus of 
Nazareth, King of the Jews’, was written in what three 
languages?

4 In Mark ch.15, when Jesus cried out from the cross, 
“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani”, who did the people 
think he was calling to?

5 True or false? In Mt ch.27,  after Jesus died there was 
an  earthquake in Jerusalem?

6 In Mark ch.15, who taunted Jesus by saying that if he 
was the Son of God he should come down from the 
cross?

  number

86Bible Quiz

Address:

Name:

THREE

£15VOUCHERS TO BE WON!
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. I n the evening of that same day, the disciples were 

together in the upper room hiding from the Jews. 
Although the door was securely locked, Jesus came and 

stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said, and he 
showed them the marks in his hands and in his side. 

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, was not with the 
others at this time. When they told him the wonderful 
things that had happened, and how Jesus had just been 
with them, Thomas could not believe that it was all true. 

“Unless I see him for myself and can touch the 
wounds in his hands and side,” he said, “I refuse to 
believe.” 

Eight days later the disciples were in the house 
again, this time with Thomas. The doors were locked 
as before. Suddenly, Jesus was there among them. 

“Peace be with you,” he said, and turned to 
Thomas. “Here are my hands, Thomas. Look, here 
is the wound in my side. Doubt no longer, but 
believe!”

Thomas fell to his knees in front of Jesus. “My 
Lord and my God!” he cried. 

“You believe because you can see me,” said 
Jesus. “How happy are those who have not 
seen me and yet believe in me.” •
Read also: John 20: 19-30

Doubting Thomas  
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1. How do you talk to a giant?
2. What animal is always at a baseball game?
3. How does the moon cut his hair?
4. Who did the zombie take to the prom? 
5. What does a spider’s bride wear? 
6. Where do hamburgers go to dance? 

1. Use big words!
2. A bat. 
3. Eclipse it.
4. His ghoul-friend! 
5. A webbing dress. 
6. They go to the meat-ball.

HA! HA!

  I dunno what I shud be putting into my diry 
nothing is happening and I can’t say Ms Flinn 
was cross with us because there’s no school 
at all.  I dunno even if there will ever be any 
school again, and why?- it’s this virus thing 
that nobody can see probably something hairy 
and a whole lot of legs. And all the cuzzins 
are complaining they won’t be going on hols 
to nice places and Uncle Edward was Skiping 
and saying are we going to his place to drive 
the new tractor- it’s awful lonely sitting there 
on its own and cuzzin Ciara dying to show us 

how to drive and she is a girl! And Grandad 
was saying it’s time we are helping in the bog
and that’s better than all those foreign places.
Imagine all the fun there is in chasing the 
hares and everything.  And the new priest was 
saying how terrible it is with no altar servers 
and old aunt Mamie complaining she can’t 
go visiting and getting all the news..I told her 
get Skiping she said I beg your pardon my 
house is perfetcly clean-she thought it was 
something for cleaning the fl oor. And they say 
we young fellas know nuthin! imagine that.

Competition Winners 
MARCH /APRIL 2020

Pudsy's Diry - find the 10 spelling mistakes

SEAHORSE

SQUID

OCTOPUS

STAR 

CRAB 

FISH

MOLLUSK 

SHRIMP

AQUARIUM 

Match these words with 
their correct spaces. They 

can be found straight 
across or down:

                  KIDZONE     
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Help Pudsy correct his spelling 
to win a £15 voucher.
Rewrite the story and send to Pudsy's Diry, 
St Columban's, Widney Manor Rd, Solihull, 
West Midlands B93 9AB, before 31st August 2020.

WIN A
£15                                                                       VOUCHER!

win!

Rachel
Chan

Mill Lane,
Gerrards Cross

Pudsy's Diry

Ruby
Holmes

Bury
St Edmunds

Ales
Redwood

Coventry

Colpaint - Aged 8 and Over

Leo
Botley
Chatham,

Kent

Oscar
Burgess
Worthing,

West Sussex

Colpaint - Aged 7 and Under
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Colour the drawing and send it with your name and address 
to: COLPAINT, St Columban's, Widney Manor Rd, Solihull, 
West Midlands, B93 9AB, before 31st August 2020. Age:Name:

Address:

E ach Each time I leave my home by the back door, 
I am greeted with the chattering and chirping 
sound of house sparrows. They have taken 

up residence in one of our sheds and it is lovely to 
welcome these new neighbours to our patch. Indeed, 
they are not new but very old neighbours as studies 
show that around ten thousand years ago, house 
sparrows lived alongside the fi rst stone age farmers. 
These farmers cultivated seeds and grains as food 
crops and since sparrows are mostly seed and grain 
feeders, they rapidly became attached to these early 
settlers and have accompanied humans ever since.

House sparrows are very sociable birds often nesting 
in colonies. The untidy, cup-shaped structures which 
make up their nests are made from whatever materials 
are to hand and have been known to include dried 
grass, straw, feathers, string and even newspaper. Like 
humans, they feel the heat and in summer they love to 
take a dip in the local pond or street puddle. Watching 

them bathing is a joy to behold as they clearly 
relish the cool water, chattering joyfully to each 
other as they splash around. Taking a dust bath 
is another popular communal activity and it is thought 
that this activity aids the removal of ticks and parasites 
from their feathers.

House sparrows are so entwined in people’s lives 
that you will probably fi nd them near your home. They 
are frequent visitors to the bird feeders and love most 
kinds of seeds. They will also take up residence in nest 
boxes. It is so important to encourage them to visit our 
gardens as their numbers have declined around 75% 
in the last twenty years. This is catastrophic news for all 
of us bird lovers and we must do our utmost to reverse 
this trend. If we do, we will still hear the gregarious 
sound of super sparrows for many years to come. •

Super
Sparrows
 By Elizabeth McArdle
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Pudsy's Diry - find the 10 spelling mistakes WIN A VOUCHER WORTH £15/£10!
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Subanen Christmas Cards

To place your order contact: Marie in the Mission Offi ce • Tel: 01564 772 096 or Email: offi ce@columbans.co.uk 
Or write to: Subanen Christmas Cards, Columban Missionaries, Widney Manor Road, Solihull B93 9AB.  

Subanen Christmas CardsSubanen Christmas CardsSubanen
Connecting the nativity story with the story of the Subanen people in the Philippines
Subanen Christmas CardsSubanen Christmas CardsSubanen
Connecting the nativity story with the story of the Subanen people in the Philippines
The Subanens face eviction from their homes by logging and mining companies. With assistance from the Columbans, 
they use their traditional crafting skills to make jewellery, mandalas, children’s books and cards to sell. The income 
generated provides food, education, housing and healthcare for their families.
Why not support the indigenous Subanen people of the Philippines by buying their traditionally crafted cards?

 £5*
FOR 5 CARDS + Postage

* Subanen Christmas cards are sold in packs of fi ve, with envelopes. They cost £5 per pack (£6.00 including postage). Cheques payable to Columban Missionaries.
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from the Columbans for your 
support and prayers. 

You can help us continue our mission work in 
solidarity with the poor on the margins around 

the world by giving us a donation.  
Read more about our work and donate online 

at www.columbans.co.uk/donate 
or send us your gift to Missionary Society 

of St Columban, St. Columban’s, Widney Manor 
Road, Solihull, West Midlands B93 9AB.
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