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Editorial

On the right is one of the new banners produced for the
Columban Centenary, celebrating a key aspect of
Columban mission – Care for Creation. It will be on
display at our special Centenary Mass and celebration
on 30 June at St. George’s Southwark. All are welcome.

Jesuit Robert Murray died recently and I remember his
book ‘The Cosmic Covenant’ being pressed into my
hand over a decade ago. Murray demonstrated how
‘covenant’ is connected to cosmic order, and that key
concepts such as justice and peace are the very
substance of the covenant idea. If this theme were
taken seriously, irresponsible action toward the Earth
would be understood as a violation of God’s covenant
with humans and all living creatures. This theme has
been developed by other theologians – Teilhard de
Chardin, Thomas Berry, Denis Edwards, Mary Grey,
Elizabeth Johnson and our own Sean McDonagh among
them.

It is to be lamented that many Christians are suspicious
of terms like “environmentally sustainable,” or “eco-
friendly.” Too many ignore genuine dangers – climate
change, deforestation, soil depletion - while adopting
foolishly anti-environmental rhetoric. Perhaps we’ve
ceased thinking of God as actively involved in caring for
creation. We’ve forgotten that the world is a place so
cherished that God enters into covenant relationship
with it (Gen. 9:8–17), so beautiful that God promises to
renew it (Isa. 65:17–25), and so valuable that God takes
up residence within it (John 1:14 and Rev. 21:1–4).

In our centre pages we present ideas for celebrating the
Day of Prayer for Care of Creation on 1 September and
the longer Season of Creation. The programme ‘Global
Healing’ being prepared by the Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales, is a welcome addition to resources.

Pope Francis’ phrase in Laudato Si’, ‘Integral Ecology’,
embraces connected spheres - ecology, care for the
poor, economics, lifestyle, politics and lifestyle. There is
an integral connection between Justice, Peace and Care
for Earth. Because climate change amplifies all forms of
injustice – hunger, refugees, racism, poverty, inequality,
war – defence of creation is a campaign for justice. By
reorienting what we prize through new approaches to
spirituality, lifestyle, worship, preaching, education and
advocacy we can honour creation as we cultivate hope
and discover new joy.

The Cosmic CovenantThe Cosmic CovenantThe Cosmic CovenantThe Cosmic CovenantThe Cosmic Covenant

Ellen Teague



We miss the beauty right under our
noses. I read this letter in a Glasgow
newspaper and was so impressed
by its comments. Fr Donald
MacDonald has the right attitude of
gratitude and appreciation:
‘Just a Thought - Most days I am
fortunate to walk through Cowan
Park. It is always beautifully kept
and the trees are lovely in every
season. Further down the road, the
trees, planted some 40 years ago
outside St John’s, offer cascades of
blossom every year.
Across the road, beside the flats,
flower beds edge the lawns. They
are so small, yet the colour, contrast
and individual character of the
flowers are attractive.
I planted none of these trees or
plants, but, because other people
did, I can enjoy their beauty as a
free gift. I am happily in debt to so
many people.
If I believe that life is better, where,
for example, love, justice, peace,
gentleness and self control flower. I
should try to plant them. Such
seeds do grow. Everyone can
respond to a word of
encouragement, sympathy or
appreciation.
The Kingdom of heaven is like a
grain of mustard seed, the smallest
of the seeds.Yet, when it is sown it
grows….and birds can rest in its
branches’. I should not be afraid to
plant the seed of the Gospel,  if only
to thank so many who did it before
me.’

Pass on a love of flowers, trees and
birds to your children and
grandchildren. Plant seeds, walk in
the park, gaze at the sunset, marvel
at the motion of the waves. There
are miracles happening outside your
door!

Turn to our Lord Jesus who so often
prayed in the mountains, spoke of
the cycle of the seasons and of the
beauty of nature. Ask Him to help
you share in His insights so
beautifully expressed in these words
from Matthew’s gospel,
‘Consider the lilies of the field.
They labour not nor do they spin.
Yet Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed as one of these.’
Jesus was referring to a wild flower.

Finally, let’s close our eyes for a
minute and resolve to take one
action from today on to heal our
beautiful universe.
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‘And God sa‘And God sa‘And God sa‘And God sa‘And God saw that it ww that it ww that it ww that it ww that it was Vas Vas Vas Vas Vererererery Good’y Good’y Good’y Good’y Good’
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A piece written for Women’s World Day of Prayer by a Sister of
Nazareth who is on Lancaster Faith and Justice Commission.

This year’s theme is so relevant,
given that we have reached a crisis
point in our care for planet Earth. In
the words of Pope Francis in
Laudato Si, ‘our planet is in danger
of becoming a heap of filth’.

How has this come about? We have
acted as if Earth has infinite
resources to be exploited at will,
whereas the opposite is true.
Wealthier nations today live in a
‘throwaway culture’ whilst the poor
do not even have recourse to clean
water. With modern means of
communication at our disposal we
can no longer claim ignorance!
As Christians, we must be at the
forefront of attempts to heal the
damage and to reverse injustice,
remembering the words of God to
Adam ‘till and keep the Earth’. In
other words to act as stewards,
responsible to God for the care of
this beautiful world.

Listen to these words written by the
astronaut Edgar Wallace:
“Suddenly from the rim of the moon
in long slow motion, moments of
immense majesty,there emerged a
sparkling blue and white jewel, a
light, delicate, sky blue sphere,
laced with snowy, swirling veils of
white, moving gradually in a thick
sea of black mystery. It took me
more than a moment to realise - this
is Earth - my home.”
These words sum up beautifully the
theme of today ‘And God saw that it
was Very Good’.

We shall never have such an
experience but I am sure those of
you who watched the series, ‘The
Blue Planet’ were filled with the
same awe and wonder as that
astronaut. The series ended with
graphic images of the horrific
damage done to our seas by plastic
waste: sea creatures dying painful
deaths and in danger of extinction,
beautiful beaches in the Pacific
covered with plastic rubbish from
hundreds of miles away. I could
further list the pollution of air, land
and rivers causing illness to so
many, and destruction of species,
but let’s focus on what each of us
can do to remedy the situation.

Firstly let us listen to the psalmists’
words of praise for Creation.
They tell us
‘Lord our God, how majestic is thy
name in all the earth Ps.8
The trees of the Lord drink their fill‘
Ps.103
‘Bless the Lord sun and moon
Sing praise to Him and exult Him
forever,
Bless the Lord all birds of the air;
Sing praise to Him and exult Him
forever’ Dan:3

These wonderful poets saw
themselves not as separate from
Creation but as part of it.They
reverenced Earth and had  a sense
of responsiblity for its welfare. They
saw everything as interconnected.
The Bible mentions times of rest not
only for men but also for animals
and for the land. We have lost that
vital connection, but it is not too late
to do something about it. Judi
Dench in a recent programme, ‘My
Passion for Trees’ was amazed to
discover that trees communicate
with each other. Maybe talking to
trees and plants isn’t so crazy after
all!

Why is our blood red? Because it
contains iron - a mineral from the
Earth. Why are our teeth white?
Because they contain calcium, also
a mineral. I heard a speaker recently
exclaim, ‘We are made of stardust’.
Amazing but true! Everything is
interconnected and should be
treated with reverence. We rush
through life blindly and how often
we say, ‘I haven’t enough time’.

The Welsh poet WH Davies wrote:
‘What is this life if full of care
We have no time to stand and stare.
No time to stand beneath the
boughs,
And stare as long as sheep or cows.
No time to see when woods we pass
where squirrels hide their nuts in
grass.
No time to see in broad daylight
streams full of stars like skies at
night.
A poor life this if full of care
We have no time to stand and
stare.’

Spirituality



are.
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The writer works for the Ecumenical Council for Corporate
Responsibility (ECCR).

do -  it’s about who you are, who we

“It was the nuns”, said the speaker,
giving the     reason why General
Electric launched Ecomagination
and cleaned up their pollution in the
Hudson river. This was an eminent
speaker at a glitzy launch of a new
environmental investment fund I
attended in the City of London this
year. This little anecdote, about a
US-based religious order, which
used its power as an investor to
force a dramatic change in a
multinational corporation, prompted
a ripple of appreciative surprise
within the audience.

This investor awareness and
engagement is exactly what the
Ecumenical Council for Corporate
Responsibility (ECCR) exists to
support. We are a membership body
for religious bodies, denominations,
individuals and investment
managers committed to promoting
excellence in corporate behaviour.
We work with our members to
support them in understanding
issues on ethical investment as well
as undertaking our own projects
and engagement. We welcome new
members who want to be more
conscious of how their money is
working in the world. Don’t be put
off by feeling that you either need to
have substantial assets or existing
expertise. Membership connects you
with a community of likeminded folk
working ecumenically for the
common good.

Founded in 1989, ECCR was at the
vanguard of the ethical investment
movement. Much of our early work
was devoted to defining what
corporate responsibility means in
terms of ethics, human rights, and
social and environmental concerns.
This was in the context of a Church
with investments in companies and
a faith that speaks of justice and
care for the marginalised. It evolved
into Bench Marks for Measuring
Business Performance. Its first use
was for our engagement with Marks
and Spencer. In-depth reports on
Shell, BP, AstraZeneca,
GlaxoSmithKline, BHP Biliton and
Rio-Tinto followed. A more thematic
approach evolved, resulting in
research on topics such as Water
Sustainability, Vulnerable Migrant
Workers, Shell and the Niger Delta
and the Banking sector. We are
proud that our work on Indigenous
Peoples and the extractive sector
included the Columbans as one of
our partners.

Today our work includes holding
Shell to account over their activities
in the Niger Delta, working with
Churches in the Philippines affected
by the local extractives industry and
rolling out our Ethical Money
Churches programme.

In 1994 a Catholic sister contacted
ECCR about Shell’s impact in the
Niger Delta. In 1997 we jointly

submitted a shareholder resolution
raising questions about the
environmental and human rights
impacts of the company’s operations
in Ogoni, Nigeria.  In 2001, an ECCR
delegation visited Nigeria to check
on progress since the 1997
shareholder resolution. More
recently we have supported the
Stakeholders Alliance for Corporate
Accountability (SACA) led by Fr
Kevin O’Hara of the Kiltegan
Fathers. It continues to work in the
Niger Delta on a research and
evaluation project, particularly on
Shell’s Global Memorandum of
Understanding process. We await a
reply to our most recent letter to
Shell regarding allegations of bribery
and corruption, sent in March 2018.
We also recognise the importance of
education and community activity.

The Ethical Money Churches project
helps worshipping communities to
explore challenging issues relating
to Christian stewardship of financial
resources and assets. It provides
opportunities for sharing and
learning about the ethical use of
money and what it means to be an
‘Ethical Money Church’, through the
use of interactive study resources,
worship material, access to advice
and speakers, events, discussion
groups, conferences, talks and
information and support on practical
ways to engage with financial
issues. We are also actively
supporting the new initiative ‘Church
Action for Tax Justice’, seeking a
fairer and more effective tax system.

A key issue at the moment is our
work within the Plastics Solutions
Investor Alliance (PSIA). The PSIA is
a group of investors and allied
investor-focused groups committed
to engaging publicly traded
companies on plastic pollution.
ECCR is leading the work in the UK
with a special focus on UK-listed
supermarkets. This high profile
environmental concern is moving
fast with the recent announcement
of the UK Plastics Pact and other
government initiatives. We are
uniquely well placed to play our part
because of our membership of
institutional investors able to
undertake detailed engagement with
company management encouraged
and supported by our individual
members with their consumer
power. We can all play a key role in
holding companies to account.
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Demonstration at the Lonmin London AGM last year commemorating the 34 killed
at the Marikana platinum mine in South Africa.



The Commission conducted
programs in 12 church schools last
year and formed ecology groups
comprising 2-3 teachers and 8-10
students. It also celebrates special
days for the environment, earth and
water. “The major issue of climate
change and increasing heat in cities
and the country is partly due to the
shortage of trees in cities,” said
Fr O’Callaghan. “Trees cut for
construction purposes and for the
development of cities have not been
replaced until now. Along
with Caritas Pakistan and the
Catholic Board of Education, we are
working to plant as many trees and
plants as possible in schools and
church premises.”   

The Ecology Commission is also
training people to avoid the use of
plastic bags and is promoting eco-
friendly bags made from clothing.
Commission secretary
Danish Yakoob said plastic bags
were causing pollution and
sewerage issues. “We are also
encouraging people to keep plants in
their houses and if possible plant a
tree outside; we have also taken our
volunteers to parks to clean the
surroundings and most of the
rubbish we collected was plastic
bags,” Yakoob said. 

Commission members have also met
government officials and political
leaders to encourage them to be
part of their campaign to protect the
environment. ”We have had a mixed
response from government officials
and political leaders. No great action
has been taken by them but we are
very much hopeful and will keep on
trying to achieve our goals,”
Fr O’Callaghan said. The Irish priest
said people are in the habit of
throwing wrappers and garbage on
the ground instead of waste bins. It
will take time to change their
behaviour. He said: “We use
presentations and video
documentaries to make people
aware of issues they are facing due
to climate change. I appreciate the
spirit of school students. They are
showing a huge interest and
learning things to keep their
surroundings clean, save water from
being wasted, take care of plants
and to drop litter in bins.”

Caritas Pakistan has pledged to
plant one million trees in Pakistan
from 2016-20 to combat climate
change and heatwaves.

Climate Change heats up in PakistanClimate Change heats up in PakistanClimate Change heats up in PakistanClimate Change heats up in PakistanClimate Change heats up in Pakistan
Ayyaz GulzarAyyaz GulzarAyyaz GulzarAyyaz GulzarAyyaz Gulzar
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Pakistan’s climate is changing very
quickly and it’s getting hotter every
year. More than 2,000 people died
from dehydration and heat stroke
during the record-breaking hot
weather in southern Pakistan in
June 2015. Since then, government
organisations and environmental
groups have been running public
awareness campaigns to keep
people safe. 

Fr Liam O’Callaghan, an Irish priest
based in Hyderabad, has joined
efforts to reduce its impact. “It was
saddening to see people dying all
around due to the heat wave, and
that was the time I decided to play
my part to combat climate change,”
the Columban priest said.

Fr O’Callaghan conducts nationwide
workshops, seminars and training
programs to make people aware of
the challenges Pakistan faces
from climate change and global
warming. He carries out his mission
without any religious discrimination.
He approaches Catholic, Protestant
and government schools to train
students and teachers to avoid
habits that may spoil the
atmosphere and environment. 

In the last two years, he has formed
two 25-member groups for
protecting the environment. Each
group contains Christians, Hindus
and Muslims working in unity and
harmony in their respective areas of

Hyderabad and Mirpur Khas.
“These two interfaith groups are
doing a good job - they are creating
awareness about challenges due to
climate change, shortage of water
and unhealthy and unhygienic
surroundings in their areas,”
Fr O’Callaghan said. “Our volunteer
members are helping us to reach
out to more people, groups,
institutes, schools and colleges with
our mission to make people aware
about the challenges Earth, our
common home, is facing.”

In his view: “Ecology issues cannot
be solved if we only work within the
Catholic Church. People from all
religions, castes, tribes and nations
are living together and must work
together to deal with it. I am happy
that the bishop and my fellow priests
are supporting my work. In the
beginning, it was difficult for
Christian and Hindu members to
work with Muslims due to fear and a
negative mindset about them. I am
happy that working together has
broken those barriers and helped
them to work together.”

Fr O’Callaghan is coordinator of the
Ecology Commission in Hyderabad
Diocese and a member of the
Justice, Peace and Integrity of
Creation mission of Columban
missionaries. He also led the
translation of a papal document on
environment, Laudato Si’, to Urdu in
2015.

Fr Liam O’Callaghan speaks to youth in Hyderabad on Caring for the Environment.
Pakistan is the seventh most vulnerable country in the world to climate change.
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Bishop Terence Drainey of
Middlesbrough said on Sunday: “I am
very grateful to the Middlesbrough
Diocesan Justice and Peace
Commission for offering to us this
environment policy, so easily
accessible and attractively produced.
It is based on the document of Pope
Francis, Laudato Si’, On Care for our
Common Home. This Encyclical is so
rich in wisdom and insight and
develops the guidance of previous
popes on Ecology deeply rooted in
the Christian tradition. I commend
this work to all the people of our
diocese and beyond, to our parishes
and schools in particular, in the hope
that it will encourage us all to pray,
reflect and engage in action to better
care for our God-given Earth.”

For young people, the future of their

Inspired by Pope Francis’ Laudato
Si’, Middlesbrough Justice and
Peace Commission has produced an
Environmental Policy for their
diocese. Attractive fliers were
handed out at a launch in York.
Speakers applauding the initiative
were Ellen Teague of the Columbans
and local MP Rachael Maskell,
formerly the shadow minister for the
environment.

The first liked the opening message
of the policy: ‘An invitation to our
diocesan community to praise God
for the gift of our beautiful planet
and to share the Care of our
Common Home.’ Rachael Maskell
felt the Churches have the important
role of reminding politicians to
cherish Planet Earth’s natural
systems and she recalled that York
has been prone to flooding in severe
weather. “Can I congratulate the
Diocese of Middlesbrough for this
initiative and for taking the steps
necessary to enhance our planet,”
she said.

Barbara Hungin, Chair of
Middlesbrough J&P, explained the
hard work of Commission members
to produce the policy and that the
event contributed to activities
around the globe for Earth Day on
22 April. She said that the policy
contains suggestions for action on
an individual, parish and diocesan
level: stalls at the launch included

alternatives to plastic, green energy,
protection of bees, Fair Trade, Eating
less Meat, CAFOD/ Livesimply.
Posters by All Saints School on the
importance of reducing waste and
recycling provided an appropriate
backdrop. Action by York’s St
George’s School to ban single-use
plastic, recycle batteries and plant
trees was affirmed. More broadly,
the Commission will stay in touch
with the Global Catholic Climate
Movement which is taking a leading
role in the Catholic response to
Climate Change.

Bishop Terence Drainey of
Middlesbrough said of the policy: “It
is based on the document of Pope
Francis, Laudato Si’, On Care for
our Common Home. This Encyclical
is so rich in wisdom and insight and
develops the guidance of previous
popes on Ecology deeply rooted in
the Christian tradition. I commend
this work to all the people of our
diocese and beyond, to our parishes
and schools in particular, in the
hope that it will encourage us all to
pray, reflect and engage in action to
better care for our God-given Earth.”

For young people, the future of their
planet home is of even greater
significance and their participation
in this mission of the Church is
crucial. The York meeting heard
from four young refugees from DR
Congo now living in Middlesbrough.

They drew attention to crises in their
homeland, particularly huge areas of
peatland containing the equivalent
of 20 years of US emissions, that
are threatened with exploitation by
the Chinese. If the carbon gas is
released it would be catastrophic for
the planet.

Ellen Teague highlighted the fragility
and vulnerability of the planet and
evidence of the effects of climate
change on the very poorest
communities. She emphasised the
need to make the connections
between poverty and the
environment. We must “hear both
the Cry of the Earth and the Cry of
the Poor”, according to Pope
Francis.

Ellen countered any inclination to
despair with many examples of
individuals, schools and parishes
where the challenge to take action
rooted in faith is bearing fruit.
Livesimply status, recycling, solar
panels on church properties,
community gardens, tree growing
were amongst initiatives highlighted.
Our liturgies should alert us to the
care of God’s creation and our
clergy and laity need to be trained in
creation-centred theology. 1
September has been designated by
the Pope as a World Day of Prayer
for the Care of Creation, initiating
‘Creation Time’ running until the
feast of St Francis on 4 Oct. All
parishes were urged to participate.

Our popes have long been leading
on this issue. From Pope John Paul
II who called us to “an ecological
conversion”, to Pope Benedict who
took action in the Vatican by
installing 3,600 solar panels, and
now with Pope Francis who has
made it the theme of his papacy.
On the day of his inauguration he
made this plea:
“I would like to ask all those who
have positions of responsibility in
economic, political and social life,
and all men and women of goodwill:
let us be ‘protectors’ of creation,
protectors of God’s plan inscribed in
nature, protectors of one another
and of the environment”

Barbara Hungin (left) and Ellen Teague (right) with young people from DR Congo.

The Archdiocese of Southwark is
studying Laudato Si’ and working

on its environmental policy at a day
in West Croydon parish on Saturday
2 June, organised by the diocesan
JPIC Commission. Ellen Teague is

speaking.
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Creation Day  1 September 2018

In 2015 Pope Francis designated 1 September annually as a
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation in the Catholic
Church. The day of prayer, the pope said, gives individuals and
communities an opportunity to implore God’s help in protecting
creation and an opportunity to ask God’s forgiveness “for sins
committed against the world in which we live”.

Global Healing is a film-based event for parishes, groups
and individuals for 1 September, the Day of Prayer for Care
of Creation, and beyond. It will inform, challenge and equip
people to engage with Pope Francis’ vital call to Care For
Our Common Home. It is produced by CaFE (Catholic Faith
Exploration) on behalf of the Bishops’ Conference of
England & Wales and will be fully available from August. An
invitation to involvement has already gone out to the
parishes in England and Wales.

The Global Healing event begins with a shared meal followed by
film clips including well-known experts, engaging testimonies and
on-location filming from around the UK. There are times for
discussion & prayer to help stir deeper ecological conversion and
fresh practical responses.

Bonus material will be available to create a short course (ideal
as an Advent course). There will be downloadable posters,
fliers, newsletter info and leaders guides with numerous next
step links for deeper reflection & action.

www.ourcommonhome.co.uk

A Prayer
from Laudato Si’

All-powerful God, you are present
in the whole universe
and in the smallest of your
creatures.
You embrace with your
tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of
your love, that we may protect life
and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may
live as brothers and sisters,
harming no one.

O God of the poor,
help us to rescue the abandoned
and forgotten of this earth,
so precious in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives,
that we may protect the world and
not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not
pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts of those who
look only for gain at the expense
of the poor and the earth.

Teach us to discover the worth of
each thing, to be filled with awe
and contemplation,
to recognise that we are
profoundly united
with every creature
as we journey towards your
infinite light.
We thank you for being with us
each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our
struggle for justice, love and
peace.

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

Reader1: Lord, allow my ears to listen to the cry of the Earth, the voices of the people of the south, those
who face the harsh reality of climate change.
All: Lord - I come to do your will
Reader2: Lord, allow my eyes to see the beauty of creation, in flowers, creatures, forests, and cities alike.
All: Lord - I come to do your will
Reader3: Lord, allow my voice to speak out for justice and ensure the voiceless are heard.
All: Lord - I come to do your will
Reader4: Lord, allow my hands to care for the Earth, to toil, to reap, to celebrate.
All: Lord - I come to do your will. Lord, allow my feet to take the path less trod, to walk the extra
                  mile, to take your message out in the world. Amen

Leader: Through the blessing of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, may we go forth with joy to care for
creation.  All: Amen.

From the 1 September 2016 service at St. Joseph’s, Ansdell
Sample services are available on the Columbans UK website:

http://www.columbans.co.uk/justice-peace-jpic-2/creation-time/
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Celebrating the Season of Creation

www.seasonofcreation.org

The Season of Creation is a powerful time to bring together Christians
of all denominations in our common concern for creation. Christians
are encouraged to host prayer services that incorporate a symbolic
action. The Global Catholic Climate Movement tells us that symbolic
actions will be held in key locations such as the Amazon rainforest, Tar
Sands in Canada, and the Great Barrier Reef.

Here in Britain, possibilities of a symbolic action include a location of
environmental harm or of environmental healing. Download the toolkit
from the website. During your event take a picture with the sign
“Christians together for creation” so your prayerful witness is
included in the Season of Creation global events. If possible,
have people hold hands and have any Christian symbols (such as
a cross) in the background. Email it to
hello@catholicclimatemovement.global and post it on social
media at #Christians4climate and #SeasonOfCreation.

And what about signing up to the Laudato Si’ pledge of the Global
Catholic Climate Movement, promising to commit to praying for and
with creation, living more simply, and advocating for our common
home. http://livelaudatosi.org/

From July CAFOD will have available a ‘Care for Creation’ liturgy.
Its Harvest Fast Day is on Friday 5 October.

And look out for CAFOD retreats on ‘Care for Creation’
happening in many dioceses during November.

A national weekend retreat will be held next March 2019.
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Campaigning-news

Columban JPIC in Australia
has produced “A Catholic
Season of Creation” resource.
It explores the Sunday
scripture readings for
September/October 2018 to
help us find the voice of the
Earth as the voice of the Holy
Spirit. Our common Sunday
worship is an easy place to
start seeing the natural world
in God’s plan of Salvation in
Jesus Christ by linking the
insights of ecology with
scripture.

Using this resource, Catholic
communities can respond to
Pope Francis’ call in Laudato Si’
to respect our common home.
We can recognise that Earth is
being abused; that poor people
are the first to suffer, and that we
are able to be involved in the
healing process.

https://www.columban.org.au/
media-and-publications/
educational-resources/a-catholic-
season-of-creation-sundays-of-
september-(year-b)
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Mobile phones: the game

In my experience of the Columbans,
both in the UK and around the
world, collaboration is highly valued.
This attitude can be seen in the
Columban’s commitment to
supporting networks and
organisations such as the Global
Catholic Climate Movement, the
National Justice and Peace Network,
and the London Mining Network.
The 2012 General Assembly, ‘Called
to Communion’, said “partnership is
our way of being on mission”.

Such an approach is also found
internally – where possible, we work
in teams, often including people
living different vocations (lay,
ordained, married, single, employed,
voluntary) and from a range of
cultures. This reflects an
understanding of mission that
prioritises ‘how’ things are done
over ‘what’ is done. There is a
powerful witness in working
together, crossing boundaries.

I’d like to highlight two relevant
recent collaborations. While the
partners are very different in
audience and approach, they both
spring from the same source – an
appreciation for creation and a
response to the challenges Pope
Francis presents in Laudato Si’.

The British region of the Columbans
supports the London Mining
Network, in part motivated by shared
concern about destructive extractive
industries, for example by British-
based mining companies in the
Philippines. In recent years this has
involved financial support and by
providing accommodation for visitors
lobbying for justice at shareholder
meetings in London. From an
educational perspective I was
excited to find the London Mining
Network’s new board game exploring
the real cost of mobile phones.

We have now collaborated on three
events – a training day for
facilitators and two events with
students from Catholic schools.
Working together with staff and
volunteers from the London Mining
Network has been excellent. Their
expertise concerning the impact of
mobile phones on people and planet,

from extraction through to disposal,
has been eye-opening for the young
people – and me! Framing the day
with prayer and reflection, and
following the playing of the
educational board game with a
discussion about actions we can
take has helped participants deepen
their learning. It is my hope to bring
a group of Catholic sixth formers to
witness a protest at a mining AGM,
interviewing activists and then share
learning back at school.

A second, internal and international
collaboration has resulted in days
for Catholic primary school eco-
teams. The Columbans in Solihull
are blessed with beautiful grounds,
and over the last year we have been
gently exploring making use of these
in our education work. This has
included a range of events: retreats
for staff from Catholic schools, days
with 6th formers, encounters with
peace activists, and a retreat for 6th

form theologians with Pax Christi
and the Assumption Sisters. But
none of this prepared me for being
face to face with a newt! That only

became possible through
collaboration with Ger Clarke, the
Irish Columban’s Education/
Development Officer.

Ger has worked at Dalgan Park (the
Columban base in Ireland) for over
20 years on education and ecology,
and has an infectious passion and
seemingly never-ending knowledge
of the natural world. Together we ran
two days for children aged between
5 and 11 from Catholic primary
schools in Birmingham. The children
had been selected by their
classmates as representating school
eco-teams, with  responsibility for
recycling, campaigning against litter
etc.

Drawing upon Laudato Si’ and
topped and tailed by a time of prayer
and reflection, the days gave the
children a chance to explore
creation. Activities included bark
rubbing, a scavenger hunt, pond
dipping and sketching. A particular
highlight for the older children was
using our new electronic microscope
– seeing the stings on a stinging
nettle and the grime on their own
fingers provoked quite a reaction!
The next challenge is to try a day
like this without Ger’s presence,
using all the materials he’s passed
on to us.

Two very different projects: older
students exploring human impact on
creation through industry, younger
children being excited by the
wonders of a British garden. But
both impossible without
collaboration and both calling
students for a response in faith – to
care for creation.

Fr Peter Hughes leads a concluding prayer at a primary school event.
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Columban Invitation to MissionColumban Invitation to MissionColumban Invitation to MissionColumban Invitation to MissionColumban Invitation to Mission
Nathalie MarytschNathalie MarytschNathalie MarytschNathalie MarytschNathalie Marytsch

From the Co-ordinator of the Columban Invitation toFrom the Co-ordinator of the Columban Invitation toFrom the Co-ordinator of the Columban Invitation toFrom the Co-ordinator of the Columban Invitation toFrom the Co-ordinator of the Columban Invitation to
Mission programme.Mission programme.Mission programme.Mission programme.Mission programme.

Since 2015 Columban missionaries
in Britain have run an Invitation to
Mission Programme which has taken
groups to visit Columban Mission in
Chile, Peru, Pakistan and the US-
Mexico Border.  The programme
aims at inviting participants to
explore faith in the local and global
context of Columban mission today
in order to deepen their
understanding of dialogue, justice,
peace and the integrity of Creation.

The programme entails a day
preparation followed by an overnight
training. The group then, spends
about ten days overseas.

This year a group of eight people
were sent to Lima, Peru. Columbans
have been in Peru for more than 60
years. Our group  arrived in Lima on
the morning of Good Friday. After a
few hours of rest, they were divided
into small groups and, accompanied
by Columban Fathers Ed O’Connell
and John Boles, they began the
Easter Triduum celebrations in the
different parishes where Columban
Missionaries work. The Stations of
the Cross,  where the groups joined
in, took place on the dusty streets of
Lima.  Helen – one of the
participants -  said, ‘I was struck by
the way that reverential ritual was
placed within the everyday - people
chatted and handed out cold
drinks. Prayerful devotion happened
against the backdrop of children
playing football. The liturgy
throughout was lay-led. This was the
cross of Christ in the community’.

The participants were warmly
welcomed with hugs and kisses by
the communities where they
celebrated the Easter Vigil and
Easter Sunday masses. Big crowds
gathered at each service, young and
old alike - and there were street cats
and dogs too. ‘I found the way in
which some of the services were lay-
led really inspiring as it empowered
the people of the parish to take
responsibility for worship, where
there otherwise be none’
commented Hayley.

The group visited Si da Vida, a
project which educates around the
prevention of HIV, raises awareness

and enables those affected with the
chronic condition to become
promotors of prevention. The project
also offers counselling and support
to those living with AIDS.  There they
met some of Mujeres
Emprendedoras (Enterprising
Women) and had a tour of the
project’s own radio station on the
building’s top floor.  ‘A long life, a
full life, a dignified life and a happy
life’ is the slogan the group
repeatedly heard during that visit.
Columban Director Fr Cathal
Gallagher
guided
the group
on this
visit.

The
Association
of
Persons
with
Different
Abilities
(ASPHAD)
was
another
project the group visited. This
association was started by
Columban Fr Chris Baker when he
was in a parish in Lima and now, 18
years later, it is a well-established
centre catering for up to 40 adults
and their families. After the group’s
visit to Manuel Duato school,
participant Mishel described: ‘I saw
children’s faces that held a
expressions of happy achievement, I
saw dedicated families and
professionals working as one,
sharing energy, enthusiasm in a
caring and loving environment. The
happy songs sang were genuine
and contagious and the whole
atmosphere was welcoming and
nurturing’. The school serves the
needs of children and young adults
with learning and physical
disabilities.

After this visit the group travelled
some miles along the dusty, bumpy
and noisy roads of Lima to reach the
Happy Worm project where they
heard how local people are
encouraged to bring their
compostable waste to feed the
process of making ‘humus’, as a

result they take care of the
environment and enhance their lives
with green growth - whilst getting
involved in making soil. ‘Let us all
recognise our humility and be
humbled before we become food for
worms!’ Mishel reflected.

Another day the group visited three
centres that make up St
Bernadette’s Association: a school
for children with learning difficulties;
a home for children who have been
abused and mistreated and, a day
centre for children.  St Bernadette’s
Association was designed to serve
the most deprived and vulnerable
children and adolescents with
special needs in the community.
Columban Fr Tony Coney – founder

of the project -
welcomed the
group.

Columban Fr Ed
O’Connell
accompanied the
group to visit the
work of Warmi
Huasi. This project
offers a wide
range of services
for children such
as homework
clubs, a toy

library, reading clubs (the nearest
public library is five miles, twenty if
you want a large one), a therapy
club providing physical/language
and emotional therapy and most
recently children’s committees, so
that they can represent themselves.
Jack – another participant
commented: ‘The project that really
caught my mind was the children’s
committees. Children in Peru have a
very limited voice in their local
politics. Since they cannot vote they
are not listened to. The children’s
committees were formed with the
intention of giving these children a
chance to be heard. The
committees tour the township
identifying things they want to
change and then lobby the local
council to change these things. The
result of this effort is a new area
dedicated for children’s use and
official recognition of the group as a
local stakeholder’.

Columban Invitation to Mission, Peru
2018 will culminate with a debriefing
in June. If you are interested in
taking part in this programme email:
invitationtomission@columbans.co.uk.
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NewsNotes

who made money out of arms trading
were warning not to be “barn-building
fools”, a reference to the warnings of
Luke 12:18. The Taize-led liturgy
included their most popular sung
refrains such as ‘Ubi Caritas’ and
prayers for victims of war. There was a
prayer for those displaced by severe
weather and the hope that governments
would seriously address one of the
causes - Climate Change. All this carried
on during heavy rain showers.

The final liturgy of the day was led by
Pat Gaffney, the General Secretary of Pax

2020202020111119 Synod on the Amazon9 Synod on the Amazon9 Synod on the Amazon9 Synod on the Amazon9 Synod on the Amazon
The Synod of Bishops for the
Amazon region will take place in
Rome in October 2019. The theme
is ‘The Amazon: New paths for‘The Amazon: New paths for‘The Amazon: New paths for‘The Amazon: New paths for‘The Amazon: New paths for
the Church and for an integralthe Church and for an integralthe Church and for an integralthe Church and for an integralthe Church and for an integral
ecologyecologyecologyecologyecology’. “We have to break with
the historical paradigm that views
Amazonia as an inexhaustible
source of supplies for other
countries without concern for its
inhabitants,” Pope Francis said
when meeting indigenous people in
Peru in January.  Fr Peter Hughes,
who spoke in Britain last year at the
annual national J&P conference,
works with  REPAM (the Pan-Amazon
Ecclesiastical Network) which is
assisting with planning  the Synod.

TTTTTurn climaturn climaturn climaturn climaturn climate change we change we change we change we change wororororords intds intds intds intds intooooo
actionactionactionactionaction
More than 170 faith leaders from
across the Commonwealth issued a
call to governments to turn “words
into action” on climate change at a
summit in London in April. “Not even
the remotest corner of the
Commonwealth remains unaffected”
they said. The signatories -
including archbishops, church
moderators and rabbis from all
continents in the Commonwealth -
called for politicians attending the
Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting to pursue
“every effort” to keep global
temperature rises below the Paris
Agreement target of 1.5 degrees
Celsius.

Green Christian’s 20Green Christian’s 20Green Christian’s 20Green Christian’s 20Green Christian’s 20111118 re8 re8 re8 re8 retreat:treat:treat:treat:treat:
A Heart for the EarthA Heart for the EarthA Heart for the EarthA Heart for the EarthA Heart for the Earth
6-8 July 2018, Minsteracres Retreat
Centre, Consett, Co Durham. A
weekend with members of Green
Christian’s Way of Life Community. 
It takes place at the Minsteracres
Retreat Centre of the Passionists.
And Green Christian’s Joy inJoy inJoy inJoy inJoy in
Enough programme Enough programme Enough programme Enough programme Enough programme presents a
vision for a society dedicated to
human flourishing and the common
good rather than the constant
pursuit of more.  Events coming up
include: Cambridge (June), Derby
(September), Bristol (October)
http://www.greenchristian.org.uk

No Faith in FrackingNo Faith in FrackingNo Faith in FrackingNo Faith in FrackingNo Faith in Fracking
At the end of April Lancaster J&P
was involved in a week of peaceful
protest and shared witness to the
sacredness of all of life and shared
resistance to fracking. There was a

procession each day to the
Cuadrilla fracking site near
Blackpool with prayers, songs and
silent vigils. One protestor said:
“Instead of forcing fracking onto
communities and locking us into
more climate-changing fossil fuels,
the Government should invest in
clean renewable energy
technologies to power us now and
in the future, and which could
create tens of thousands of new
jobs in Lancashire and the North
West.”

Romero’s influence on PopeRomero’s influence on PopeRomero’s influence on PopeRomero’s influence on PopeRomero’s influence on Pope
FrancisFrancisFrancisFrancisFrancis
Blessed Oscar Romero is a “great
guiding light” in the pontificate of
Pope Francis, says the chairman of
the Archbishop Romero Trust.
Julian Filochowski has said he can
perceive the influence of the
martyred archbishop of San
Salvador in the work of Pope
Francis, particularly in his care for
the poor. “So much of Oscar
Romero – his courage, his
language, his praxis and passion for
the poor – are so visible in the
words and deeds of Pope Francis”,
says Filochowski. The canonisation
of Blessed Oscar Romero will
probably be in Rome in October.

End the Government’s ‘hostileEnd the Government’s ‘hostileEnd the Government’s ‘hostileEnd the Government’s ‘hostileEnd the Government’s ‘hostile
environment’ towards asylumenvironment’ towards asylumenvironment’ towards asylumenvironment’ towards asylumenvironment’ towards asylum
seekersseekersseekersseekersseekers
Jesuit Refugee Service UK (JRS UK)
has drawn attention to the
aggressive web of policies that
constitute the hostile environment
towards asylum seekers. JRS UK
Director, Sarah Teather, says: “JRS
welcomes the announcement that
the gross mistreatment of Windrush
citizens is to be abandoned. In
these citizens, the government has
been forced to consider immigration
policy through a more human lens
and so to glimpse the devastation
that its hostile environment agenda
wreaks on human lives.”

Refugee ExhibitionRefugee ExhibitionRefugee ExhibitionRefugee ExhibitionRefugee Exhibition
Justice and Peace Scotland &Justice and Peace Scotland &Justice and Peace Scotland &Justice and Peace Scotland &Justice and Peace Scotland &
SCIAF SCIAF SCIAF SCIAF SCIAF are bringing a refugee
photographic exhibition to all eight
Catholic dioceses in Scotland. The
exhibition will be launched at StStStStSt
Andrew’s Cathedral, GlasgowAndrew’s Cathedral, GlasgowAndrew’s Cathedral, GlasgowAndrew’s Cathedral, GlasgowAndrew’s Cathedral, Glasgow
on World Refugee Day -on World Refugee Day -on World Refugee Day -on World Refugee Day -on World Refugee Day -
WWWWWednesdaednesdaednesdaednesdaednesday 20 June 20y 20 June 20y 20 June 20y 20 June 20y 20 June 20111118.8.8.8.8.
Archbishop Tartaglia will be at the
launch. The exhibition will spend a
month in each diocese - details on

the Justice and Peace Scotland
website.

Celebrations of CND’s 60thCelebrations of CND’s 60thCelebrations of CND’s 60thCelebrations of CND’s 60thCelebrations of CND’s 60th
AnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversary
2018 is the 60th anniversary of the
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament.
CND is one of the world’s most
powerful collective voices against the
dangers of nuclear weapons. Our
Columban friend Bruce KentBruce KentBruce KentBruce KentBruce Kent
features in a special exhibition of 60
CND champions. He was the
organisation’s general secretary
from 1980 to 1985 and its chair
from 1987 to 1990. He is now an
honorary vice-president.
See: http://www.cnduk.org/
component/k2/item/3621
Pax Christi has produced a new
resource ‘Our Church and Nuclear
Weapons’ at www.paxchristi.org.uk.

Adoremus  7-9 SeptemberAdoremus  7-9 SeptemberAdoremus  7-9 SeptemberAdoremus  7-9 SeptemberAdoremus  7-9 September
Pax Christi is working with Liverpool
J&P to offer events at the Church of
Our Lady of Reconciliation de La
Salette  in Liverpool.

Congratulations to the NationalCongratulations to the NationalCongratulations to the NationalCongratulations to the NationalCongratulations to the National
Justice and Peace Network inJustice and Peace Network inJustice and Peace Network inJustice and Peace Network inJustice and Peace Network in

England and Wales on its 40thEngland and Wales on its 40thEngland and Wales on its 40thEngland and Wales on its 40thEngland and Wales on its 40th
annivannivannivannivannivererererersarsarsarsarsar yyyyy. The Columbans. The Columbans. The Columbans. The Columbans. The Columbans

are delighted to be a vehicle -are delighted to be a vehicle -are delighted to be a vehicle -are delighted to be a vehicle -are delighted to be a vehicle -
since 1990 - for distributingsince 1990 - for distributingsince 1990 - for distributingsince 1990 - for distributingsince 1990 - for distributing

the NJPN Nethe NJPN Nethe NJPN Nethe NJPN Nethe NJPN Newslewslewslewslewslettttttttttererererer.....

JPIC Team News

We offer our best wishes to Julia
Corcoran (Advocacy) and Jack

Edwards (Faith in Action
volunteer) who are moving on

from working with the Columbans.
Julia will take up a post at

CAFOD, as well as continuing
with Westminster Justice and

Peace. We thank them for their
dedicated service.

The Columbans currently seek a
new Faith in Action volunteer. It is
a year of putting faith into action
through projects connected to
refugees and asylum seekers,
inter-religious dialogue, and

Justice and Peace education. Full
details on our website. Closing

date for applications is 15 June.

Congratulations to James, Kyra
and Grace Trewby on expanding
their family with the recent birth of

Samuel.
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Action Ideas
LiveLiveLiveLiveLivesimply Awardsimply Awardsimply Awardsimply Awardsimply Award
The livesimply award is an
opportunity for Catholic communities
- parishes, schools, religious orders
and chaplaincies - to respond to
Pope Francis’ invitation in Laudato
Si’ to “work with generosity and
tenderness in protecting this world
which God has entrusted to us”. It
is awarded to communities who can
show how they have been living:
simply, in solidarity with people in
poverty, sustainably with creation.
37 parishes have now achieved the
award, with more than 50 more
parishes registered.  Virtually all
dioceses now have parishes
involved. http://cafod.org.uk/
Campaign/How-to-campaign/
Livesimply-award

Share the JourneyShare the JourneyShare the JourneyShare the JourneyShare the Journey
Pope Francis launched Share the Journey as a global
campaign for the rights of people on the move. Key
decisions are being made by world leaders this September.
They will finalise two new global agreements at the United
Nations: one on refugees and one on migration. Walks are
happening all over Britain to offer support to migrants and
refugees and to send a message to world leaders that they
must step up too.
Get inspired here to organise your walk Get inspired here to organise your walk Get inspired here to organise your walk Get inspired here to organise your walk Get inspired here to organise your walk – https://
cafod.org.uk/campaign/share-the-journey

Action on Fossil Fuel Divestment

On Earth Day, 22 April 2018, 35 Catholic institutions around the world committed to divest (disinvest)
from fossil fuels, bringing the global total to 95 Catholic institutions. The Missionary Franciscan Sisters
of the Immaculate Conception and SCIAF were among the UK organisations to divest – joining the
Passionists and Newman University in Birmingham. Columbans have already pledged to divest. The
number of institutions committing to fossil fuel divestment has grown rapidly in the recent years. More
than 880 institutions with a total of $6.1 trillion (£4.4 trillion) have made commitments to divest from
fossil fuels. Cardinal Luis Tagle, president of Caritas Internationalis, which joined the Earth Day
announcement, said: “The poor are suffering greatly from the climate crisis and fossil fuels are among
the main drivers of this injustice. That is why Caritas Internationalis has decided not to invest in fossil
fuels anymore. We encourage our member organisations and other groups connected to the Church to
do the same.”

Could your Catholic diocese, religious community or lay organisation join the next divestment
announcement coordinated by Global Catholic Climate Movement in September? This involves
removing any investments in fossil fuels within five years, or committing not to invest in fossil fuels in
future if your organisation does not have any existing fossil fuel investments. To learn more, visit
www.catholicclimatemovement.global/divest-and-reinvest or contact James Buchanan on
james.buchanan@operationnoah.org.

James Buchanan is the Bright Now Campaign Manager for the Christian climate change charity
Operation Noah. To learn more about the Bright Now campaign for Fossil Free Churches and how you
can get involved, visit www.brightnow.org.uk. If you would like to learn more about fossil fuel
divestment, why not read Operation Noah’s new report entitled ‘Fossil Free Churches: Accelerating the
transition to a brighter, cleaner future’ The report can be downloaded from the Bright Now website and
hard copies are available by emailing admin@operationnoah.org

The Spiritian parish in New Barnet, Westminster, received its Livesimply award on 20
May.  Here is  the new ‘bee garden’.

James Trewby (with umbrella) joined Archbishop
Bernard Longley and others on ‘Share the Journey’
in Birmingham on 28 April.
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Resources

Printed on paper from sustainable forests

Saturday 30th June 2018
12.30 at St George’s Cathedral, Lambeth Road SE1 6HR

Followed by refreshments in the Cathedral’s Amigo Hall next door.

(Nearest tube is Lambeth North on the Bakerloo Line)

� For 100 years of Columban mission �

MASS OF Thanksgiving

Columban missionaries internationally 
have been celebrating and giving 
thanks for 100 years of participation 
in God’s mission. We are holding a 
Mass to close our Centenary Year in 
St George’s Cathedral, Southwark, 
South London, at 12.30 on Saturday 
30th June 2018. An exhibition will 
be on display in the cathedral, and 
refreshments offered afterwards.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND, 
please send your name, address 
and contact telephone to: 
sharinggospeljoy@columbans.co.uk

www.columbans.co.uk
ALL  WELCOME!

MAIN CELEBRANT

The Most Rev.
Peter Smith

Archbishop of Southwark 

HOMILIST

Fr. Peter Hughes SSC 
Director,

Columbans in Britain  

       

    

     

On Care for Our Common HomeOn Care for Our Common HomeOn Care for Our Common HomeOn Care for Our Common HomeOn Care for Our Common Home
Laudato Si’: The Encyclical ofLaudato Si’: The Encyclical ofLaudato Si’: The Encyclical ofLaudato Si’: The Encyclical ofLaudato Si’: The Encyclical of
Pope Francis on thePope Francis on thePope Francis on thePope Francis on thePope Francis on the
Environment with CommentaryEnvironment with CommentaryEnvironment with CommentaryEnvironment with CommentaryEnvironment with Commentary
by Sean McDonagh SSCby Sean McDonagh SSCby Sean McDonagh SSCby Sean McDonagh SSCby Sean McDonagh SSC
The eco-theologian and Columban
offers a commentary on the
encyclical, the full text of which
appears in this volume.
Orbis Books
ISBN-10: 1626981736

Columban Study/Action GuideColumban Study/Action GuideColumban Study/Action GuideColumban Study/Action GuideColumban Study/Action Guide
Notes for 6 meetings, based onNotes for 6 meetings, based onNotes for 6 meetings, based onNotes for 6 meetings, based onNotes for 6 meetings, based on
‘Laudato Si’.‘Laudato Si’.‘Laudato Si’.‘Laudato Si’.‘Laudato Si’.
Copies for download from
http://www.columbans.co.uk/news/
laudato-si-columban-study-
andaction-guide/

Conflict & Climate ChangeConflict & Climate ChangeConflict & Climate ChangeConflict & Climate ChangeConflict & Climate Change
Movement for Abolition of WarMovement for Abolition of WarMovement for Abolition of WarMovement for Abolition of WarMovement for Abolition of War
An 18-min DVD with Resource book.
Columban JPIC helped produce.
£8.99 from www.kevinmayhew.com/
conflict-and-climate-change-
bookand-dvd.html or 0845 388
1634.

TTTTTransporransporransporransporransport Not Not Not Not Now and in thew and in thew and in thew and in thew and in the
Future – What are the issues?Future – What are the issues?Future – What are the issues?Future – What are the issues?Future – What are the issues?
John Ray InitiativeJohn Ray InitiativeJohn Ray InitiativeJohn Ray InitiativeJohn Ray Initiative
Carbon emissions from transport is
a major issue for the UK as it seeks
to meet its commitments to the Paris
Agreement. What are the ethical and
theological issues? How do we make
sensible personal decisions? Papers
and audio files from a recent
conference.
Free to download from ww.jri.org.uk

TTTTTenants of the Kingenants of the Kingenants of the Kingenants of the Kingenants of the King
Operation NoahOperation NoahOperation NoahOperation NoahOperation Noah
New study guide on the Churches
taking action on climate change.
Includes Bible-study booklets,
leaders materials and a series of
short videos, has been developed to
explore the Biblical foundations of
creation care, and the practical
steps that individuals and churches
alike can take in response.
From www.operatonnnoah.org

The Climate and MigrationThe Climate and MigrationThe Climate and MigrationThe Climate and MigrationThe Climate and Migration
Coalition - excellent videos andCoalition - excellent videos andCoalition - excellent videos andCoalition - excellent videos andCoalition - excellent videos and
podcastspodcastspodcastspodcastspodcasts on various issue linked to
climate change and refugees. One is
‘Goodbye Paradise’ about the
Maldives and climate change.
http://climatemigration.org.uk/

Reclaiming the Common Good:Reclaiming the Common Good:Reclaiming the Common Good:Reclaiming the Common Good:Reclaiming the Common Good:
How Christians Can HelpHow Christians Can HelpHow Christians Can HelpHow Christians Can HelpHow Christians Can Help
Rebuild our Broken World. Rebuild our Broken World. Rebuild our Broken World. Rebuild our Broken World. Rebuild our Broken World. 
Edited by VirginiaEdited by VirginiaEdited by VirginiaEdited by VirginiaEdited by Virginia
Moffat, Darton, Longman andMoffat, Darton, Longman andMoffat, Darton, Longman andMoffat, Darton, Longman andMoffat, Darton, Longman and
TTTTToddoddoddoddodd
An inspiring collection of essays
dealing with history, politics,
environment, society, community,
religion and the mission and
purpose of the church. The People
and Planet chapters discuss
migration, bioregionalism, peace and
security and a world without war. A
chapter on ‘The Threat of the
Anthropocene’ is written by Ellen
Teague. It offers a spiritual, religious
and Christian vision of what the
common good is now and what it
could be.
£14.99 (paperback)

getting-started-climate-migration/

A Mad Thing TA Mad Thing TA Mad Thing TA Mad Thing TA Mad Thing To Doo Doo Doo Doo Do
A Century of ColumbanA Century of ColumbanA Century of ColumbanA Century of ColumbanA Century of Columban
MissionMissionMissionMissionMission
Fr Neil Collins recalls 100 years
of the Missionary Society of St
Columban.
15.00 euros from
https://columbans.ie/product/
a-mad-thing-to-do-a-century-of-
columban-mission-1916-2016/

Just Food? Food and FarmingJust Food? Food and FarmingJust Food? Food and FarmingJust Food? Food and FarmingJust Food? Food and Farming
for a Sustainable Futurefor a Sustainable Futurefor a Sustainable Futurefor a Sustainable Futurefor a Sustainable Future
Edited by Barbara ButlerEdited by Barbara ButlerEdited by Barbara ButlerEdited by Barbara ButlerEdited by Barbara Butler
This Christians Aware publication
aims to raise awareness of farming
in the world today and its
contribution to food security. It
urges more support for sustainable
family farming.
£12 + £4 p&p from Christians
Aware
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